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ffo«<Aeri» Diffricf f^ if mv- 7orlr, u. 

BE IT REMEMBERED, That on the first day of 
Jttoe, !■ the year of our Lord one tbouraod eight hundred and 
Urtoty<^6reD, and In the fifty-first year of the Independence 
«r tfle IToHed States of .America, TimotAt Aldcr, of the said 
District, hath deposited in this office the title of a boolc, the 
right whereof he claims as author and proprietor, in the worda 
following, to wit: 

** An Accobiit of sundry Missions performed among the 
Senecas and Mtinsees, io a jieries of Letters. With an Appendix% 
By Kev. Timothy Alden, President of Alleghany College.*' 

In conformity to the Act of Con^re^s of the United States, 
entitled, ** An Act for the encouragement of Lenrniog, by se- 
curing the copies of Maps, Charts, and Books, to the authors 
and proprietors of such copies, during the times therein men- 
tiooed.** And aho to an Act entitled, ** Ad Act supplementary 
to an Act entitled, An Act for the encouragement of Learning, 
by securing the copies of Maps, Charts, and Books, to the au- 
thors and proprietors of such copies, during the times therein 
mentioned, and extending the benefits thereofto the arts of d«- 
tigoing, engr^Ting, ai^d etching historical and other prints.*' 

FREI). J. BETTS, 
Clerk of th« SduthHra District of New-ToriL 












INTRODUCTION, 

Addressed to the Rev. Timothy Alden^ of ' 
Yarmouth, in Massachusetts. 



My dear and venerable Father, 

It is a cause of gratitude, that, your 
pilgrimage having been extended through 
nearly one-twentieth part of the christiiBUi 
era, you are favoured with a comfortable 
degree of health. It is, however, a cause 
of warmer gratitude to the Giver of all 
good, that, indulged with the exercise of 
your intellectual* faculties, you are ena-. 
bled to meditate with delight, in the eve- 
ning of your long protracted life, on the 
glorious overtures of grace, which signa- 
lize the present day, and to rejoice in the 
dawning prospect of what God will furr* 
ther do for the salvation of 'the world. 

In the following pages, you will find 
sundry statements, some parts of which 
you have probably noticed, several years 

* Appendix, Kote A. 
A2 



since, in the Christian Herald ol* other 
religions publications^ which, while they 
shpw the progressive temporal, moral, 
and religious, improvement of an interest- 
ing portion of our aboriginal descend- 
ants, will gladden your heart and animate 
your devotions in supplicating the throne 
of mercy for the apprjaach of that joyous 
period, when, our Heavenly Father will 
give to the Son of his infinite love the 
heathen for his inheritance, and the utter- 
most parts of the earth for a possession 
for ever. 

During the twelve years I have resided 
in Western Pennsylvania, my time has 
been much occupied in the endeavour to 
rear a collegiate institution ; yet my cle* 
rical functions in that destitute region 
have seldom ceased, and those, who are 
the rising hope of church and state in the 
back woods settlements, embarking in 
the sabbath school enterprise, have not 
been neglected. Certain intervals, how- 
ever, of relaxation from multifarious cares, 
have been allotted to the spiritual inte- 



rests of the Senecas and Munsees, loca- 
ted, mostly, within the limits of the state 
of New-York, the result of which is now 
respectfully submitted to the public. 

The leading object of this little work- 
is to exhibit an account of numerous in- 
terviews with many of the principal 
chiefs of these tribes, in private, in coun- 
cil, and especially in assemblies convened 
for religious instruction, with skeletons of 
addresses made to them and their people, 
and notices of speeches delivered in re- 
ply, with various incidental matter. 

Should this volume furnish any useful 
documents for some future missionary 
history of our beloved country ; should it 
be deeded worthy of a place in the li- 
braries of the literary, and of the pious, 
and of sabbath school establishments ; 
and should it tend to add to the excite- 
ment, which, within a few years, has been 
happily created in favour of the still too 
much neglected remains of a once noble 
race of men, I shall not regret its publi- 
cation. 
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That your life may be continued a 

long asJife can be a blessing ; that yoi 

maf constantly realize the comforts o 

that holy religion, which you have preach 

ed to succes^ve generations, and for th< 

tranquil enjoyment of which our ances 

tors, the Pilgrims of Ley den, encounterec 

hardships, the simple recital of whict 

seems like a romance ; and that, having 

waited with patience your appointed 

time, you may, at length, enter upon thai 

rest, which remaineth to the people oj 

God, in the triumphs of faith and of hope, 

is the prayer of your dutiful son, 

THE AUTHOR. 
£8 May, 1627. 
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LETTER I. 



A.ddrea9ed to the late Rev, Joseph ilMC?Mf 

• LIf,D. D. D. Boylston ProfessorofRhe^ 

toric and Oratory, at Harvard CoUeg^ 

in Massachusets, 

« 

MeadviUe, Peno. 20th September, 1816. 
REV. ATO) DEAR SIR,. 

I returned, a few^ days since, from a 
missionary ejpcursion, on which I acted a3 a 
volunteer, acconipanied by my eldest son,* 
into the regions of the Brokenstraw and of 
parts still more reniote ; or, in the language 
of our aboriginal predecessors, of the Koshe- 
nuhteagunk and of the Chauddaukwa lake.t 

* Timothy John Fos Alden, now in attorney ind counsellor 
atiaw, io Meadville. ^ . 

t See Appendix* Note B. -# 
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Could you hare been my fellow labourer, 
in this extensive vineyard, it would have given 
you a heartfelt delight to have dispensed the 
glorious truths of the gospel to the numerous 
little assemblies which promptly convened^ in 
season and out of season, to hear the words 
of eternal Iife» You would have experienced 
much satis&ction to have witnessed the pre- 
sent state of population, industry, and im- 
provement, in- this section of our country^ 
which, within the memory of many, was the 
haimt of savages and of beasts of prey. It' 
wooid have afforded you special gratification 
to have visited the venerable Kiendtwohke, 
the noted chief, generally known by the name 
of Cornplante r, and to have seen him and the 
tawny natives of his village listening to the 
doctrines of the Bible. 

An abstract firom that part of my journal, 
which relates to our tour in the Indian settle^ 
ments, I trust, will not be unacceptable. 

From Owen's ferry, on the Konnewonggo, 
which 16 sixty miles from Meadville and about 
fourteen above the confluence of that creek 
with the Alleghany river, at Warren, to the 
first Indian huts, in an easterly direction, the 
dfitance is twelve miles, through ten of which 
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is a newly cut and excellent wagon road over 
a lody ridge, of ea^y ascent, but through a 
dreary wilderness without one human habi- 
tation. After riding most of the day in a cold 
and unceasing rain, we were glad to find a shel- 
ter in the cabin of Peter Kraus, who lives on 
the westerly bank pf the Alleghany. Here 
we experieifced no little kindness because of 
the preset rain and because of the cold. 

Afler a simple and refreshing repast, we 
had a comfortable night's rest on a blanket 
spread before a good fire, which was kindly 
left for our exclusive use. Our host, of Ger- 
man parentage, was taken in time of the 
revolutionary war, at the age of fourteen 
years, and was adopted as one of the Seneca 
tribe. He appears in the aboriginal costume* 
and his countenance is scarcely a shade lighter, 
than that of his neighbours. His ears have 
long since been slit, from the apex to the 
lower extremity, in conformity to a fashion, 
formerly, much admired and much followed by 
the warriours of the desert. His habitual lan- 
guage is that of the sofl and melodious Sene- 
ca ; yet he is able to converse in English and 
a little in his vernacular tongue. His squaw 
is a well behaved, neat, and industrious wo- 
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man, and they have a numerous ftaiily of fine 
looking children. He thankfuUy receired 
one of the Bibles, of which we had brought a 
number from the Meadville Bible Society for 
gratuitous distribution. He has never been 
taught to read ; yet his children are learning, 
and he expressed the hope of one day profit- 
ing, through their aid, by the contents of this 
sacred volumcf. 

On the following morning, we bent our 
course seven miles down the Alleghany, in a 
narrow foot path, through the woods, and in 
one place along a defile of forbidding aspect 
over the steep side of a mountain, passing 
some Indian improvements, to Cornplanter's 
village. The site of this, which compiises 
about a dozen buildings, is on a handsome 
piece of first. rate bottom land, a little within 
the limits of Pennsylvania, tl was grateful 
to notice, from the many enclosures of thrifty 
maize, buckwheat, and oats, the present agri- 
cultural habits of the inhabitants. As a fur- 
ther evid^cf.pf recent melioration of condi- 
tion, there was a considerable show of oxen, 
cows, and horses ; and likewise of logs brought 
from the adjacent forest, designed for the 
saw-mill and the Pittsburgh market. 
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Last year, the Western Missionary Society, 
At the urgent request of Complanter , estab- 
lished a school in this village, the present 
master of which is Samuel Oldham. We re* 
^ired to his house and were hospitably en- 
tertained. C ornplanter, as soon as apprised 
6f our arrival, came to sec us, and without 
solicitation immediately took charge of our 
horses. Though the most distinguished cha- 
racter of his tribe, and having many around 
bim to obey his commands, yet it was his 
pleasure to serve, tn ipsa persona propria^ in 
the primitive patriarchal style. He accord- 
ingly went into the field, cut a sufficiency of 
oats, and faithfully fed our beasts, from time 
to time, while we continued in the place. 

On our first introduction, I told him that I 
was a jinestaje, tlie term, by which, in his 
language, a clergyman is known. A meeting 
was appointed in the adernoon, at the school- 
house, which was well filled) and mostly by 
the tawny natives neatly clad, and, in some 
instances, with a displ9,y of silver brooches,, 
stars, hat-bands, and other ornaments, for 
which they have a great predilection. A 
more attentive audience I have never had. 
During prayer, Cornplanter's lips, as it was 
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afterwards remarked, were in continual mo- 
tion. How much of what was dielivered> on 
the occasion) was comprehended, I cannot 
state ; yet it is supposed* that these Indians 
understand much more of the English, than 
they, in general, are willing to acknowledge. 
Many people have an idea thaFthey feign an 
ignorance of our language, hoping to hear, 
from the mouths of their white brethren, 
something in reference to themselves, which, 
otherwise, would not be brought to their un- 
derstanding. Be this as it may, it is obtain, 
that they manifest a reluctance at conversing 
in any language, except their owns even when 
it is known to be in their power. 

During our abode at Jennesadaga, for this 
is the aboriginal name of the little town, we 
visited the school, and were much gratified at 
the order) attention, and proficiency, of the 
pupils. At the time we were there, it con- 
sisted of eleven. Indian boys, fi'om ten to fif- 
teen years of age, and of nearly an equal num- 
ber of white children.. A few Indian girls 
have occasionally attended the school;* but 
the heads of families, among the Senecas, 
seem to think the education of females 
of little importance. Indeed, it must be con- 
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fessed> that there is a prevailing disinclina- 
tion in the tribe to teach the youths even of 
the other sex, the* use of books. It is alto- 
gether in consequence of the exertions of 
Cornplantg r, that any have been persuSided to 
send their children to the school, though gra- 
tuitous and many little rewards are bestowed, 
from time to time, for the encouragement of 
every pupil. Some, however, begin to feel 
deeply interested in this establishment, and, 
to induce their boys to attend it, give them a 
severe task in some kind of work, which they 
must perform as the only alternative, if they 
refuse to repahr to the place of instruction. 
This regimen has had a good effect. The 
boys are become attached to their teacher, a 
worthy nian, and to the business of learning. 
They now spell words of four and five sylla- 
bles remarkably well, and some of them can 
read easy lessons without spelling. 

The government of the school would be 
extremely irksome, but for the aid of the no- 
ble spirited chief and of the parents of the 
scholars. On the whole, this institution is in 
as flourishing a condition, considering all cir- 
cumstances, as one could reasonably expect. 
It lies much upon the mind of Complantery 
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who says, that he often prayed to theClreat 
Spirit in reference, to such a seminary for the 
benefit of his benighted people, long befot>9 
it had an existence, and, that he still prays for 
its prosperity. 

If some suitable woman were employed fo 
teach the female part of the community to 
sew, knit, and spin, it would be attended 
with excellent effects ; and from what could 
be gained on the subject, it is conceived, that 
there would be a willingness in the minds of 
a competent number to receive instructions 
from such a preceptress. 

The success attendant on Uiis attempt h|LS 
led the Western Missionary Society to con- 
template "fixing another Indian school at Cold 
Spring) fourteen miles farther up the Alle- 
ghany river, where, there is a dense popula- 
tion. For introducing the blessings of 
Christianity among the heathen nations in 
this or in any other country, no better human 
expedient can be adopted, ultimately to lead 
to this all-important object, than the founding 
of schools, which ought to be conduct^ by 
persons, not only, of adequate talents and ac- 
quirements, but of the most exemplary piety. 
Our missionary brethren, in Asia, appear to 
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have just ideas, which they have well ex* 
pressed) on the importance of these, in the 
"Wide field of their arduous labours ; and 
every christian has reason to rejoice, that their 
representation has so wonderfully excited the 
syppathy, the zeal, the generosity, of the 
pious, and the opulent, in New-England, for 
the appropriate spiritual benefit of thousands 
of the rising generation in idolatrous and pe- 
rishing India. How long shall the thousands 
and the ten thousands of such, in this western 
cpntinent, be neglected ? While the poor 
pagans of Asia, • young and old, are benevo- 
lently remembered, as they ought to be, those 
of America, certainly, have paramount claims, 
and they ought not to be; so greatly^ as they 
have been, and still are,, forgotten. 

The countenance, and patronage, and ar- 
'dour, of Cornplanter ? in reference to the 
good education of his young subjects, are 
worthy of the grateful acknowledgment of 
all) who feel interested in the surprising 
operations of the present day to effect the 
merciful purposes of the Most High. He is 
desurous, not only, that the youths of his tribe 
should be instructed in useful learning, but 
that all, of whatever age, should have the 

B 2 
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light of the gospel. It was^fais particular re- 
quest that a minister should be sent to hia 
settlements to teach the christian religioii. 
In accordance with his views, the society ha* 
since directed its missionaries into his terri« 
tory. , 

How exceedingly it is to be regrettea* that 
no herald of the cross is to be found* who can 
address the Senecas in their native tongue ! 
It is not to be expected that one half of the 
effect should be produced by the medium of 
any interpreter, however competent. 'Why 
cannot some one, of the right faith, know- 
ledge, and zeal, be procured, to devote his 
life to the spiritual interests of this people ? 
They are« located in different sections of our 
country, surrounded with the light of Gosh- 
.en ; yet they dwell in Egyptian darkness. 
If a pious, skilful, and faithful, preacher, with 
the spirit of an Eliot, or a Mayhew, were to 
reside among the Senecas, to teach their 
children, to learn their language, and to 
preach in it the doctrines of grace pure and 
undeiiled, who can calculate the amount of 
blessings, which would ensue ? How many 
precious immortal souls would be brought 
firom the gloom and the delusion of heathen- 
ism into the glorious light and the heart- 
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dieering troths of the religion of Jesus ! If 
Jiowever, no one, in this happy da j of mission- 
ary efibrtt is to be obtained from any of our 
schools of the prophets, destined in prori- 
dence for fulfilling the laudable wishes of 
Kiendtwohke, let us indulge the hopei that 
some of the promising pupils of the school 
in his village are to become the future able 
and successful preachers of the gospel to his 
nation. 

Last year, at a council of his tribe, held at 
Cold Spring, popplanter made an eloquent 
speech, two hours in length, in which he gave 
a full and lucid history of his life. He stated 
that his father was a white man* from< Ire- 
land and that his mother was a S^ieca ; that 
he had always been warmly attached to the 
tribe, with which his life had been spent ; that 
he had been zealous in their way of worship, 
but that now he was convinced that it was 
wrong ; and that he was determined to devote 
himself to the way, in which the ministers 
walk, meaning the Christian religion. , *' / 
Arnoir," said he, *' that we are wrong, I 
know tliat they are rights I see it — I feel it — 
I enjoy U.'' 

* John Obeal, « Keraan Catholic priest. 
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lo this hsppy manoer did he, with his iiB' 
perfect knowledge, plead the cause of the 
RedeemeT. In one pait of his animated ad* 
dren, when speaking of his former views and 
habits, his language Bcemed to be like that 
of Paul giving a representation of his formei 
Pharisaic zeal in opposition to the church of 
Christ. In anotlier part, it was like that of 
Joshua declaring his pious resolution to the 
elders, heads, judges, and officers, of Israel 
assembled at Shechcm. 

How much of the gospel plan of salvation 
this venerable chieftain understands, it is dif- 
ficult to ascertaia ; yet, from the speech al- 
ready noticed ; from his subsequent, as well as 
previous occasional remarks, so far as col- 
lected and comprehended ; from hia discoun- 
tenancing the annual sacrifices, to which most 
of his tribe still adhere ; from the demolition, 
with his sanction, of a huge wooden idol, a few 
years since, which, if not an object of adoration, 
was long a noted rallying point, about which 
scenes of vice and fully had been oden acted ; 
and especially, from his late anxiety and ex- 
ertions for the preached word, is there not 
I reason to conclude that the holy Comforter 

has so far enlightened and prepared hia mind, 
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diai he only needs some farther explanati<» 
of the gospel to embrace it - with all his 
heart. 

M I hav^ so frequently motioned the 
name of C ornplanter, in this communication^ 
it will probably be ei^pected that 1 should offer 
something farther of one, whose namei had he 
liTed in the best days of Rome* a denizen of 
that city, which has been styled the mistress 
of the world, would have been emblazoned is 
Ihe historic page. 

He has been the greatest warriour the Sene* 
necas have ever had in modem times, yet, to> 
his honour be tt recorded, he was never known 
to treat with inhumanity any of the women or 
children of his enemies^ who at any time fell 
into his hands. He is a man of a strong mind 
and masterly eloquence. At the treaty of 
Fort Stanwix, he greatly distinguished him- 
self by his talents and addiess in pleading the 
cause of his people ; andi soon afler, by gene- 
ral suffrage, he attained the rank of Chief 
W&rriour of the Senecas. 

It must, however, be added, as it will show 
something of the aboriginal character, that 
when the Indians ascertained that the fee- 
simple of "Several tracts of land had bemi 
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vested in him by govemment, for speeul ser* 
vices^ rendered) a perquisite granted to no 
other at the before mentioned treaty, those 
who had exalted him to. the piqnacle of fame, 
took umbrage, ousted him from his high office, 
and appointed Wendungguhtah of Katarau- 
gus in his stead. 

It is worthy of record, that no people upon 
earth seem to have a greater contempt for 
any one, who disregards the truth, than these 
unlettered natives of the forest. Whenever 
an' Indian is detected in uttering a falsehood, 
no subsequent apology can atone for his guilt, 
and his word is ever after received with sus- 
picion. I offer these remarks in order to 
relate an anecdote of Cornpianter > showing 
his reverence for the truth. 

At a certain trial, in the Venango court, 
relative to an island, which was once the 
property of this chief, the lawyer, to sus- 
tain the cause of his client, insinuated 
something, which seemed to affect )us veraci- 
ty. As soon as this was explained to him by 
the interpreter, he turned to the lawyer, with 
a piercing indignant look, and said, with much 
energy of expression, that he ^* neoer uhu 
guiUy of lying in hia life etm im prioaU coa-r 
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tMBTfoHon, muel^ less would he he guilty of it 
when under oath, Nay^^^ said he, pointiiig 
his finger in scorn to the lawyer, ** I tDoiM 
not he guilty of it for att you are worth, or 
e9§r wiU fre." 

He appears to he at the age of about sixty 
eight years, yet from his representation of his 
aMtade, at the time of Braddock's defeat,^ 
which he well remembers, he must have b^n 
bom ^bout the year 1744. His height is five 
feot ten inches. His countenance is strongly 
marked with the lines of intelligence and re- 
flexion. Contrary to the aboriginal custom, 
his chin is covered with a beard three or fpur 
inches in length ; and upon his head are many 
of the blossoms of the grave. Compared 
with the generality of Indian habitations, his 
house is of princely dimensions and has a piaz- 
za in front He has in possession a sword pre- 
sented to him by Washington, which he care- 
fully preserves and highly values, on account 
of the giver. Among his treasures are a 
rich belt of wampum and a French flag, both 
of which were trophies obtained by the ances- 
tors of his wife, in battles of former times. 
He is owner of thirteen hundred acres of ex- 
cellent land, six hundred of which encircle 
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the ground plot of Jenneaadaga. From tha^ 
United States he receives, annually, according 
to the treaty stipulation, two hundred and fiftf 
dollar8> besides his proportion of nine thou* 
sand dollars, equally divided, one half, in 
goods and one half in money, among thoM of 
each sex and of every age. Of his sonsi one 
was educated at the expense of government^ 
but has made a bad use of his acqiuremente ; 
one is an idiot, a rare occurrence in the Se- 
neca tribe ; and one is a reputable character^ 
with a decently behaved wife and children. 

It is worthy of special remark, that since 
the establishment of the school, the sabbadi 
is not profaned by the inhabitants of this ab* 
original village, as was formerly the case,, by 
hunting, amusenients, nor any kind of labour* 
Such already is the happy effect of the ex- 
ample set by Mr. Oldham and his family. 

With usual salutations to those of your 
household, I remain, Reverend and dear Sir, 
yours, etc. 
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LETTER II. 

Addressed to the Rei^. Abiel Holmes, D.B» 
Secretary of the Society for propagating 
the Gospel among the Indians and others 
in, North America, and pastor of the first 
Church in Cambridge, Mass. 

MeadvUle, Peoo. 16th September 1817. 
BEV. Aim PEAH SIR, 

Through the good hand of God I have 
accomplished the missionary task assigned 
me by tlie Society for propagating the 
Gospel among the Indians and others in 
North America. I set out from home* on the 
first day of August, accompanied, as on a 
former occasion, by my eldest son, and re* 
turned on the eighth of September, having 
travelled four hundred and sixty miles ; yet 
the most distant place in our excursion is not 
more th n one hundred and sixty niiles from 
Meadville. In this period I have preached 
thirty-one times, and attended to the various 
other duties prescribed in my commission, as 
opportunity admitted. 

As one of the leading objects of your be- 
nevolent institution is to carry the glad tidings 



•\ 



29 

of salvation to the poor benighted Indian 
tribes of North America, a somewhat circum- 
stantial account of those we had the satisfac- 
tion to visit, will, no doubt, be expected. 

In Cornplanter's village} extending one 
mile along the banks of the Alleghany, are 
forty-eight persons of difierent ages and both 
sexes. I preached twice on a sabbath, in 
the house of this well known chief, which 
was filled principally with Indians, some of 
whom were from the neighbourhood of Peter 
Kraus, seven miles, and some from Cold 
Spring, fourteen miles, from Jennesadaga. 

Henry Obeal, Cornplanter's eldest son, 
who bore the title, by general consent, with- 
out the formality of a commission, of Major, 
in the late war, officiated as my interpreter. 
He performed with promptitude and in such 
a manner as to arrest the attention of the ab- 
original part of my audience. He has often 
interpreted in councils, on subjects of secular 
concern, but never before for a clergyman. 
Few, if any of the Senecas, have ever had so 
great advantages as the Major, for an English 
education. In early life, he was at school 
nearly six years in Philadelphia. He is a 
man of good natural talents, and, with his ac- 



tl 



qoirements^ if bis moral character were as 
fair as that of his venernble father, he might 
reasonably calculate on arriving, in due timet 
at the- highest honours of his tribe. 

At the close of each of my addresses. Com" 
planter rose and delivered a speech, in which 
he expressed his gratitude for the notice 
taken of him and his people. In one of themt 
a part was interpreted in this manner ;— 

^^ lam always happy to see the minister ^ 
and to have them preach at Jennesadaga. We 
begin to understand something of the gospH* 
We have been in the dark^ but we begin to see 
light, I have long been convinced that we are 
wrong and that you are right, I have efUn 
told my people that we must be wrong and that 
you must he right, because you have the words 
of 'the Chreat Spirit written in a book*^ ; at 
the same time, drawing the forefinger of his 
right hand across his lefl, repeatedly, to give 
an idea of the disposition of the lines on the 
pages of the Bible. 

I had informed him, at an interview the 
day before, that I purposed to vbit Red 
Jacket and the Indians of his village. In one 
of the addresses, with which he was pleased 
to honour me, he said ; — 
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^*^Ihaoe often talked to Red Jadtelabimi 
worshipping the Great Spirit in your way ^ 
but he has constantly told me that he was de- 
termined never to conform to your way ; and 
that he meant to hold on in the way^ which his 
fathers had taught him, as long as he should 
iive^ . As your object is goody it can do no 
hurt' for you to visit him and his people ; but 
I do not think ^di he will take hold ofit''— 
tint 18,' as the interpreter was understood, 
B^d Jacket would not be disposed so to listea 
fovfiie gospel as to embrace it, however civil- 
iy -hd might treat me. Cornplanter continu- 
ed, •** if I could thinic Red Jacket would take 
kot^cf it, I would go with you to see kim^ 
and talk to him about t^" 

What an interesting remark ! This aged 
(^ief, brought up in paganism, with the little 
knowledge he has at length acquired^ is so 
deeply impressed with an idea of the impor- 
tance of t()e christian religion, that, could he 
have assurances that a brother chief, in times 
past hostile, was become friendly, to it, he 
•would travel as the compa*^ion of a mission- 
«ry, one of the worst roads in America, a 
kfuidred miles, merely to talk to him about 
it! Must he not haye been blessed with 
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some special communications from the Holy 
Spirit ? 

On the following day, he very obligingly 
accompanied us to Cold Spring. In passing 
difficult and dangerous places, he kindly took 
the lead, showing us the safest cour8e9 and 
whenever we came to a portion of the way of 
tolerable appearance, with much civility he 
would fall back, and pointing for me to go 
forward, say, in broken English, <* good road^ 
good road,^^ 

We previously examined the school, still 
under the care of the worthy Samuel Old- 
ham. It consists of thirteen Indian boys and 
eight or ten white children. Their instructor, 
at times, feels much discouraged at the slow 
progress of his aboriginal pupils ; yet it was 
evident that they had made considerable im- 
provement in reading since our former visit. 
In penmanship no youth could have made 
more rapid proficiency, tlian some of the In- 
dian boys. Several specimens of their writ- 
ing were elegant, ^ornplanter said that he 
hoped yet to see some of these qualified to 
become teachers in the tribe. 

Mr. Oldham and his pious consort are 
greatly esteemed by all the natives of the vil- 
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lage, and receive many little tokens of affec* 
tion. Whenever a deer is killedt they are 
sure to be <jomplimented with a part of it, 
Mr. Oldham', in a very commenJable manner, 
holds a meeting, every sabbath, in which he 
leads in the appropriate religious exercises of 
the day. Some of the white inhabitants, re- 
siding on the Kinju Flats, two miles below 
Jennesadagat are constant attendants. The 
example of the teacher and his family has 
had a perceptibly favourable effect on the 
morals of the place. ' On the Lord's day, a 
solemn stillness prevails, and the poor untu- 
tored Indians steadily resort to the house of 
prayer. 

The school at Cold Spring consists of 
seventeen Indian boys, who are diligently in- 
structed by Joseph Elkinton, at the expense 
of the Sor-iety of Friends, in Philadelphia, 
who have long bestowed their benevolent at- 
tentions on^ those portions of the Seneca tribet 
located on the Alleghany andKataraugusre-. 
servations. We heard 4he pupils spell in con- 
cert and repeat the prin( ipd arit m etical ta- 
bles, in the same manner, with a correctness, 
which bespoke the fidelity of their teacher, 
as did the excellence of their chirograplqr 
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and the neatness and accuracy of seyeral 
maps of their execution. Having a conside- 
rable distance to travel, we could not devote 
so much time to ascertain the present state of 
that school, as otherwise would have been 
very gratifying to us. 

I preached in Big Valley, near th^ upper 
end of the Alleghany reservation. Heie I 
providentially met with Daniel M'Kayt whom 
I had formerly, known, and who, from a long 
residence among the Senecas, as a trader, was 
well acquainted with their language. Auneh- 
yesh, a respectable chief, usually called Long 
JohU) and fourteen or fifteen other Indians 
attended the meetirig. Mr. M'Kay acted 
the part of aa interpreter. At the close of 
my addrBss, the chief made a speech, in 
which he thanked me for coming to speak 
abuut the Great Spirit to his countrymen, and 
wished me to express his grateful acknowledg- 
ments to the good people, who thought so 
miich of the poor Indians as to send them a 
preacher of the gospel. I had, among other 
things, urged the necessity of instructing their 
chUdren, and had intimated a desire to know 
whether it would be agreeable to his people 
to have a school eetaUished at Squuhana- 
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dohtoh) the place of his residence. He was 
understood to accede to the importance of 
such institutions, but said he could make no 
reply till a council had decided. I suggested, 
that, in case the chiefs should communicate 
a wish for a school in that part of the reserva- 
tion, Vhich is remote from the one under the 
kind direction of the Friends, at Cold Spring, 
there was no doubt but that such a wish 
would be gratified. 

Shaping our course, northerly, through Big 
Valley, we came to the shore of Lake Eriet 
fourteen miles above Buffalo. On tuesday 
evening, the twentieth of August, we arrived 
at the mission house occupied by Jabez 
Backus Hyde, who has had the care of the 
Indian school, for five years, in the Seneca 
village on Buffalo cref k, four miles from its 
entrance into the lake. 

From all the intelligence I had been able to 
collect, I had very little expectation of preach- 
ing to this part of the tribe, from the circum- 
stance that my predecessors, the Reverend 
Messrs. Cram and Alexander, some years 
ago, afler a formal introduction to the chiefii 
in council, could have no permission to ad- 
dress the Indians on the subject of the ebria- 
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tian religion. My reception, however, was 
■At more fkTOurable than I had anticipated. 

On Wednesday, in company with Mr. 
Hyde, we called on some of the natives, and 
particutatly on Young Kmg and Pollard, two 
influential chiefs. . The business of my mis« 
sion was made known to them, and they were 
pleased to express their approbation of the 
object* Pollard said he was glad I had in- 
formed the chiefs of my wishes, that Ihey 
-might have opportunity to communicate them 
to their people* King and Pollard promised 
to give notice of the meeting, which they 
preferred to have on the sabbath, and Jacob 
Jamieson engaged to interpret on the occa- 
sion. He had lately returned from Dartmouth 
eollege, where* for about two years, he had 
been' a students and is considered as one of 
th^ best interpreters to be found among the 
Senecas. 

On thursday we rode to Lewistown, and 
returned on Saturday. On our way, we had 
the satisfaction of viewing that wonderful 
specimen of the true sublime of nature, the 
Niagara Falls ; or, in the language of the 
8enecas, the N'yeuchgau Koskongshade. 
We crossed the river, viewed the heights of 
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Queenston, and, in the evening) I preached to 
a respectable assembly of his Britannic M»» 
jesty's subjects. We also visited the ReT. 
Mr. Crane, recently established, as the pn- 
manent missionary of the Indians, at die Tus- 
carora village. We 'found him at the new 
and commodious council house, happy in the 
prospect of doing good to the souls of his 
precious charge. 

At the time appointed, we met at the 
school-house, in Seneca, as the village on 
Buffalo Creek is sometimes called, which was 
crowded with the tawny inhabitants, while a 
considerable number stood without, at the 
doors and windows. Ten chiefs were pre^ 
sent, of whom one was the. celebrated So- 
gweewautau, who is extensively known bf 
the name of Red Jacket. Of the shrewd 
remarks, which this famous* orator has fre- 
quently made to missionaries in reference to 
the ministers of the gospel, you have proba- 
bly been apprized. As I did not call on him, 
on the previous Wednesday, it occurred that 
he might have thought himself neglected. It 
was grateful to learn that when Pollard inr 
formed him of my arrival, and of my wish 
to preach to the Indians, he expressed \m 
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unqutlified tpprobation of the steps taken 
for my accommodation, and offered nothing in 
the way of objec^on, as he had formerly 
done to those, who had preceded me. 

Mr. Hyde was delighted to behold such an 
assemblage^ and. especially so many chiefs ' 
giving a respectful attention to the word dis- 
pensed. 

In my address, I spoke of the past and 
present state of the Indians, lamenting the 
bad example too oflen set them, and the in- 
justice, not unfrequently, done them, by the 
unprincipled among their white brethren. I 
expatiated on the excellence and infinite im- 
portance of the gospel, representing the com- 
fort, which many Indians had enjoyed, on a 
death- bed, in trusting their souls to the Lord 
Jesus Christ. I descanted on the uncertainty 
oif life, a judgment to come, and an eternity 
to follow ; the awful state of all men, by na- 
ture, and the only method of escape from the 
wrath, which awaits the impenitent and un- 
believing ; exhibiting Jesus Christ as the Son 
of God, and the only Saviour of the world. 
I also spoke of the unprecedented exertions 
of the present day for sending the truths of 
revelation to the unenlightened parts of the 



earth, and of tbe piopbetic declaiatiwi oC 
scripture relative to a happy periodi wMch is 
&st approaching ; when tfie poor Indiana and 
millions of the human race, as ignorant at 
tbey, would be brought to witneaa and to re- 
joice in tbe glorious light of the gospel ; when 
every wicked practice would come to an end ; 
and when all the tribes of men, of every 
clime and of every complexion, would fofm 
one vast band of brethrei^ 

I mentioned that the good people of Bo^ 
ton, and its vicinity, residing in a distant par< 
of this island, adopting their mode of speak- 
ing, had sent me to preach to them ; that 
they had no sinister motives for ao doing ; that 
they did not wish for their land, nor anything 
else they possessed ; but, feeling the com- 
forta of religion in their own hearts, that tfaej 
longed to see the Indians and all their fellow- 
crealures blessed with the soul -cheering 
hopes of the gospel ; and that they consider- 
ed it a duly, according to the religion they 
profess, to help those, who are unable to help 
themselves, aa far as in their power, to a 
knowledge of infinite moment to every ha- 
maa being; adding, that I should gladly 
hear auy remarks, which they might see fit to 
make upon any thing I had spoken. 
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After a short con9uUation» Pollard rO0Ot 
and, in a Tory graceful and eloquent maimeri 
delivered an address in the name of the 
chio^ present. I regret that I cannot pre- 
sent it to you, in full ; for never did I behold 
greater solemnity, than his countenance ex- 
hibited, especially, when pronouncing the 
name of the Gicaf Spirit. The speech was 
represented to be in a lofly kind of express 
sion, which Jamieson said he could not un- 
dertake to interpret, but that he would give 
a sketch of the less sublime parts of it, 
which he did, nearly as could be recollected* 
in these words ; — 

*^ Brother, the chiefs have agreed that I 
should speak to you in their name. We are 
happy to see you among us. We are happy 
to hear about the Great Spirit, We are hap* 
py to hear the gospel. We have understood 
almost every thing you have told us. We 
like it very much, ' We thank you for com' 
ing to talk to us. We thank the good peo^ 
pUy who have thought of us, and who have 
sent you to ms. We shall be glad to have 
ministers come to see us again.^^ 
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This i8> no doubt, a very meagre, as 
as a greatly abridged, version of a speech 
in the pronouncing of which the chief wai 
not less than twenty minutes, displaying thi 
talents of an orator absorbed in tlie magni 
tude of his subject. 

I made a short reply intimatin gmy hopi 
that, in due time, they would be blessed wit! 
the full-orbed influence of the Sun of Right 
eousness ; that they would understand th< 
truths of the gospel and embrace them t< 
their greatest comfort in life and in death 
and that, should we never meet togethe 
again in a worshipping assembly upon earth 
we might meet with joy at the tribunal c 
heaven, and spend an eternity in praising an« 
blessing and adoring the great God and Re 
deemer. After shaking hands, according t 
invariable custom, on all such occasions 
we parted, I trust, mutually gratified an 
pleased. 

The Indians are much attached to Mi 
Hyde and his family, who have been of n 
small advantage to them by precept and ei 
ample. The school, consisting of aboi 
thirty boys, is in as prosperous a state i 
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could be reasonably expected ; yet the in- 
defatigable instructer is greatly disheartened^ 
Hke Mr: Oldham, at the tardy progress of Us 
pupils. 

Mr. Hyde has written a series of discourses 
unfolding, in plain and intelligible language* 
suited to the capacity of the natives, the 
leading historical and doctrinal parts of the 
bible, a number of which he has delivered* 
with the assistance of an interpreter, to the 
Indians, and much to their edification. . It is 
desirable that he should persevere in this la-* 
hour of love. 

The more I have attended to the situa- 
tion of the aboriginal inhabitants of our ex- 
tensive republic, the more have I been con- 
vinced? that, to teach them, with good effect, 
the truths of the gospel, ministers must be 
stationed among them, and, as soon as quali- 
fied, preach to them in their vernacular 
tongue. It is frequently difficult to procure 
an interpreter of adequate abilities, and still 
more so to address the Indians, their minds 
darkened with ignorance and prejudice, in 
such a manner, that justice may be done to 
every subject, and a faithful interpretation be 
given. The fact is, the languages of our red 
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brethren, are barren of terms for conrejing 
understandingly, many of the momenton 
truths of the Christian religion. Still, if : 
minister were fully acquainted with their lati 
gaage, and with their peculiar mode of illus 
trating subjects, he would be able to commu 
liicate his meaning, intelligibly, notwithstand 
ing the paucity of appropriate words to b^^ 
£>und in any bf their dialects. 

Daniel S. Butrick, who has the religious 
wel&re of our aborigines much at heart, 
who has spent several years among the Sene- 
cas, and acquired their tongue, to a consider- 
able extent, and who would willingly devote 
his life to their spiritual interests, on the day 
of our arrival at Seneca, set out for Boston, 
in order to be ordained and to take his depar- 
ture thence, as a missionary to the Chero- 
kees,^ or some other southern tribe. On be- 
coming acquainted with the excellence of 
his character, his attainments, and zeal in the 
cause of the heathen, I wrote the Rev. Dr. 
Worcester, Cor. Sec. A. B. C. F. M. stating 
thiat, if Mr. Butrick could be secured as a 
imssionary to the Senecas, there was ground 
to conclude, he woidd become to them a Da- 
Brainerd; and urged, with respectflil im- 
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portunity, that he should be sent back to a 
people, whose language he already under- 
sstood, and to whom he was both attached 
«ind endeared ; and, that some other, of the 
^Lesired talents smd zeal, should be comisDis- 
eioned in his stead, for the contemplated 
southern department. 

We next repaired to Kataraugus ; but, on- 
£>rtunately, the chiefs and many others were 
absent, some on a hunting expedition, and 
Qome at Buffalo, to attend thetrial of a young 
Indian, suspected of an attempt to murder a 
white man. 

We saw HankJohnson, the interpreter, 
who expressed his sorrow, that I could not, 
under existing circumstances, preach to the 
people of that reservation, adding, that he 
was sure it would have been very agreeable 
to them to hear the gospel, if they had been 
at home. Mr. Taylor, of the denomination 
of Friends, in their vicinity, manifested a 
laudable spirit of Catholicism in declaring his 
regret at my disappointment. 

At Kataraugus, with the exception of 
about seventy Munsees, in one little neigh- • 
bourhood, the inhabitants are nearly all of 
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•the Seneca tribe. At the Buffalo creek re- 
serration, there are about seven hundred Se- 
necas, sixteen Munsees, some Onondagas, 
some Cajugas, and some Squaukees. In the 
Afferent reservations the Senecas amount to 
more than two thousand. Their language 
is radically different from that of the Mun- 
.sees, who derive their name from the place* 
ron the Susquehanna) whence they came, and 
ve a branch of the Delaware tribe. 
;. Your respectful l)rother in the gospel, etc* 
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LETTER III. 

AlMressed to the Rev. Ahiel Holmes^ 

D.D.y etc, 

MeadTille, SSth Auguit, 1818. 
B£y. AND DBAR SIS, 

I NOW have the happiness if> acknow- 
ledge the merciful hand of God in carry- 
ing me, with safety, through the toils, the 
dangers^ and the pleasures, of another mis- 
sionary tour among the..SeQecas9 Munsees* 
and numerous settlements of white people ia 
the circuitous route, in fulfilment of the 
obligations of my second commission firom 
the Society for Propagating the Gospel 
among the Indians and others in Nortb^ 
America. 

I left Meadville, on friday, the third day of 
July, and returned to my family on the tenth 
of the present month, having travelled four 
hundred and eighty-four miles, preached 
thirty-three times, and attended to the various 
other duties prescribed, whenever opportuni- 
ty offered. 
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As the principal object of your benevolent 
institution is .to send the light of the gospel 
to our tawny brethren of the American wil- 
derness, still groping in the darkness and de- 
lusion of heathenism, your goodness wiU gx« 
cuse the minuteness of the subsequent narra« 
tive. 

On friday, the tenth of July, I arrived at 
the cabin of I tank Johns on, an interpreter of 
the Seneca and Munsee languages, ninety- 
four miles from Meadville, in the Kataraugua 
Indian reservation, and made known to him 
the object* of my mission. Hd immediately 
sent for Wendun gguh te h, the chief warriour 
of the Senecas, who soon honoured us with 
his company. After due introduction, I in- 
formed him of my errand from a society of 
good men, established near the big water, on 
the side of this island towards the rising sun. 
He expressed his gratitude at the notice taken 
of him and his people, and was glad that an 
opportunity would be given them to hear the 
gospel. I had contemplated addressing the 
Senecas and Munsees of this place on the 
following sabbath. The chief warriour wished 
to know if it would not be convenient to 
have the meeting early next morning, aa their 
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hunters were about to leave the village and 
to be absent for several weeks, adding, if 
agreeable to me to speak to them, theni that 
they would defer their departure till afler the 
religious exercises. I toIH him that it would 
be perfectly agreeable to me to meet with 
them at the time proposed. He then said» 
that all the inhabitants of the reservation 
should be invited that evening. He said fur- 
ther, that he could not compel' their atten- 
dance, but that he did not doubt many would 
attend. 

Very early, the next morning, I had some 
conversation, by the aid of ^9 |^p g on, with the 
chief waraour of the Munsees in presence of., 
a number of his people, concerning the things 
of religion. I had represented tiiat there is 
but one God, the creator of all ; that, how- 
ever diversified the colour of the difierent 
tribes of men, all were descended from one 
pair ; that all are by nature in an awful state 
of depravity ; that all are under obligations 
to repent of their sins, to love God, and to 
love one another, like brethren ; and that we 
must be made to attain this happy dispo8i« 
tion, or we can never expect to be adnutted 
into the society of the pure and blessed aftet 
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death. The Munsee chief asked if negroest 
white men, and Indians, go to the same place, 
after death, if they love God and their fellow 
creatures. In reply, I gave him to under- 
standy that God is no respecter of persons^ 
and that all, of every nation, who lore him 
with supreme affection, and love one another, 
as he has commanded, will, after this life, be 
received into the same glorious mansions, be- 
yond the stars, become the companions of an- 
gels, and enjoy such a degree of happiness, 
asi no mortal can describe nor conceive. 

Soon after this interview, I repaired to the 
neat and commodious house of Wenduny - 
guhtah^ but It was eleven o'clock before my 
assembly was fully convened. In the mean- 
time, he brought, for my inspection, a file of 
papers, which consisted, principally, of letters 
of different dates, directed to the Indians of 
this reservation) from the Society of Friends 
in Philadelphia, containing exhortations to 
attend to agricultural and mechanical employ- 
ments, and a statement of the implements of 
husbandry gratuitously forwarded or offered 
for their use, intermixed with good moral in- 
structions. 
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At length the congregation was collected, • 
and consisted of thirty or forty Senecas and a 
few white people. The chief warriour of the 
Munsees and two or three more of that tribe, 
only, were present. Several other chiefs be- 
sides Wendii ^ ngguhtah were of the number. 
Johnson interpreted in Seneca with prompti- 
tude and, I doubt not, with correctness. All 
were very attentive, and yeuck^ the common 
exclamation of approbation, was repeatedly 
heard. I took no particular text as a guide 
on this occasion, but spoke of J^cvay things, 
which I deemed proper', as they were present- 
ed to my mind, stopping, at the end of every, 
two or three sentences, to give the interpre- 
ter opportunity to do his part understanding- 
ly. A skeleton of my address, so far as re- 
collected, may not be unacceptable. 

I represented that I was happy to speak to 
my red brethren of the things, which belong 
to our everlasting peace ; that all men are of 
one blood, however different the shades of 
their complexion ; that there is one God and 
Saviour, to whom all must look, or they can- 
not be happy in the world to come ; that the 
great end of this short and uncertain life is 
to prepare for death ; that the soul is immor- 
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tal ; that the body will be raised from 
dust ; that the soul and the body will be* 
united at the resurrection of the dead, i 
exist for ever, in a state of infinite happin 
or misery, according to the deeds done in 
body. I spoke of our perishing condition 
nature, of the glorious attributes of God, ) 
particularly of his compassion to every 
penting and returning sinner.^ As an < 
dence of his compassion, it was urged thai 
had given us the Bible ; that the precious tri 
it contains came from heaven ; that we h 
various reasons for asserting that they ca 
from that happy place, all of which I ho 
'that they would one day understand ; that, 
the present occasion, I should insist on 
only, which they might easily comprehc 
that of prophecies, recorded in that I 
book, which we know to have been acc< 
plished long after their utterance. I spok 
the predictions relative to a happy peri 
fast approaching, and so near at hand i 
some of their children, or their childri 
children) would probably live to witness so 
thing of it, when their white brethren w< 
cease from injustice and all iniquity ; w 
the poor Indians and all the heathen trib' 
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tiie eairth would understand the word of God 
and would receive it with gladness ; when all 
men would forsake their wicked ways* love 
the truths love God, and love one another. 
In the close of my address, I exhorted them 
to repentance, to faith in the declarations of 
the Great Spirit, as handed to us in the Bible, 
and to frequent and earnest prayer, that their 
minds might be enlightened to understand, 
and their hearts influenced to love, the good 
and ^strait path, which leads to heaven. 

The chiefs present having, for a few mo- 
ments, consulted together, >/ yendungrguhtah 
arose, and, with a mild and pleasant voice, 
addressed me in the following manner, as re- 
presented by the interpreter ; 

Brother y toe thank you for coming to see us. 
We thank the Great Spirit^ that he has given 
pou health and strength to come and talk to us 
about the wovds of God, We will thank the 
Great Spirit to preserve your health and to 
prosper you in going to the other villages of 
your red brethren, 

Brother y we have been told nearly the same 
thingSy which you have now told us^ by men 
ef d^erent societies. We have considered '^ 
them much. We Jully understand every thing 
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jfott haoe tM Mm TV# 9kaU take U im 
ieeper eofuideroHon^ than we hate ever dm 
before. 

Broihery there are good anidhaiammijg u 
Some are a lotig time in taking held of t 
gospel. We hope aU wUl one day take hoi 
of it. 

Brother y we understand thai you are goh 
to Tonnewanta. Many chiefs are now a 
eenibled there in council; some qfours^ son 
from Buffaloy some fi'om Alleghany^ so% 
from CrenneseOj some from Cayuga^ some fro 
Oneida ; and they are aU met together «p< 
the same business you are on. It will be 
good time for you to goto Tonnewanta. F 
pray the Great Spirit to give you strength i 
talk to your red brethren at Tonnewant 
You could not have come and talked to us^ 
the Great Spirit had not given you strength 

Johnson said that he could^recollect tl 
whole of my address, and, at some con? 
nient time when the Munsees should be t 
gether, that he would repeat it to them 
their own tongue. After shaking hands wi 
all the Indians, I took ray leave and proeee 
ed to other places on the business of n 
mission* 
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On the fourteenth of July, I arrived at Mr. 
Hyde's habitation* in the first village of the 
Buffalo Indians, and repaired to the cabin of 
Captain Billy; one of the aged chiefs, and 
stated to him my wish to preach to his people* 
la' reply he said* 

I thank the Great Spirit forgiving you 
katUk amd sirengthto come and see your red 
tretkren oncemore» 

We agreed upon the following sabbi^th for 
addresamg the Indians of this place, and 
Captain Billy promised to see them informed 
•f the meeting. ' IlobI him tba|^9 in the piean- 
tunoi I ^mrpoited going to Tonne wai^ta to 
visit the numerous assemblage of chie& and 
others n6v met in jcoMnciL He then said, 

/ pray the Cfreat Spirit to gioe youiealth 
and strength to foisit Tonmewanta and to re- 
turn to us in safety, 

I reached the council house in Tonnewanta, 
thorsday noon, the sixteenth of July, and 
communicated to the chiefs the object of my 
mit. They thanked me for the notice taken 
of them, and said, that they would inform me, 
neort m<Hrning, when it would be in their 
power ^o i^ve me a hearing. M the time 
appmntedy tbef stated, that tbey were glad to 
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see me there* and that they should be 
to have me preach to them as soon as 
could get through the business of the < 
cil ; but, as this was very abundant, 
could not name the day, when they shoii 
ready to attend to me. I was obliged i 
with the Buffalo Indians* on the folio 
sabbath, by an appointment, for the no 
filling of which no trifling excuse ^ 
atone. 

I exceedingly regret, that I could not 
been permitted to tender the gospel to 
a multitude of chiefi and others assen 
firom most of the Tillages of the six;nat 
If we could have fixed on any day for an 
ence^ I would cheerfiiUy have fulfilled m 
gagement at Seneca and returned, thirty 
miles* to Tonnewanta ; but the limits o 
time, the uncertainty as to the period of 
ing the council* and the wide field I hs 
traverse, precluded me the privilege anc 
honour. Several of the Indians expri 
their desire to Mr. Harvey, one of the i 
preters present, that the chiefs should ] 
pone the concerns of the oouncil, so a 
give me opportunity to addrew them oi 
subjaet of reli{^on ; but it woold have ' 
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la inexcusable breach of decorum on my 
part to have attempted any thing of the kind 
without the sanction of the chie&. 

It is the custom at all . such councils to at* 
tend to all Indian business first, and then to 
any they may have with the white people. 
The chiefs are wont to repeat all the speeches 
made, and to give an accurate account of all 
the transactions in council, on their return to 
their respective places of abode. They have 
no method of recording any thing, except in 
the tablet of their memory. If therefore the 
regular routine were to be interrupted, it 
would be more difficult for them to retain the 
multitudinous matters, which, it is expected, 
will not be obliterated firom their minds, until 
fully reported. 

I spent two days at Tonnewanta and was 
hi^ly gratified in having, for the first time, 
an opportunity to witness the mode pf con- 
ducting an aboriginal council. Aware, pro- 
bably, that their white brethren have little 
fondness for food of their cooking, and es- 
pecially for their soups, one of the chiefi 
ordered) for my use, beefsteaks, for each meal, 
which were decently prepared by one of the 

interpreters. A cow, «x, steen or 

b2 
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was killed every day, upon which the whale 
Yillage and strangers present feasted. I was 
also furnished with a blanket and the floor of 
a cabin for lodging. Provision was made 
for keeping my horse» and I gratefully add mj 
attestations to Indian hospitality. 

The council house is fifty feet long and 
twenty wide. On each side of it) longitudi* 
nally, is a platform, a little more than one 
foot high and four feet wide, covered with 
Jura, which furnishes a convenient place for 
sitting, lounging, and sleeping. A rail across 
the centre separates the males firom the fe- 
males, who are constant attendants and listen, 
with silence, diligence, ancl interest, to what- 
ever is delivered in council. Over the plat- 
form is a kind of gallery, five or six feet from 
the floor) which is loaded with peltry, corn, 
implements of hunting, and a variety of other 
articles. At each end of the building is a 
door, and near each door, within, was the 
council fire, which would have been comfort- 
able for the coldest weather in winter, but, at 
this time, when the mercuiy in Farenheit's 
thermometer must have ranged from eighty to 
ninety degrees, was very oppressive. Ovef 
each fire several large kettles of soup were 
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hanging and boiling. The smoke was con- 
veyed away through apertures in the roof anc 
did not annoy. The chiefs and others* as 
many as could be accommodated, in their ap- 
propriate grotesque habiliments, were seated 
on the platform, smoking calumets, of vari- 
ous forms, sizes, and materials, several of 
which were tendered to me in token of friend- 
ship. ' Profound silence pervaded the crowd- 
ed assembly, while every one seemed to hang 
upon the lips of the orators, who successive- 
ly rose, and, unwittingly, displayed the charms 
of native eloquence. 

During the recess of the council, the 
young men had several kinds of amusement, 
one of which was running. Two companies, 
amounting to nearly twenty, one of which 
was from Buffalo, and the other frdm Ton- 
newanta, ran for a certain premium, which 
consisted mostly of pieces of tobacco con- 
tributed for the occasion. The goals were 
one mile apart. The victorious party passed 
them four times, making eight miles in forty- 
five minutes. To allay their heat they imme- 
diately plunged into the creek. 

In the evening ther9 was a peace dance, as 
it is termed, in the council-house. Fifty, or 
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' ore, each sex by itself, arranged in an 
Cul form, performed their slow but v 
and singular movements around the c< 
fires, bowing respectfully towards the 
soup kettles, as they passed them, then, 
ing upwards, thanked 'the Great Spir 
giving them food to eat. The Indian d 
it seems, is accompanied with a religioi 
pression of gratitude to the Giver of all 
Where do we hear of any thing of this 
at the balls of the civilized in christian 
tries ? With all the violence of their i 
ments, their step did not carry them fori 
faster, than the Jews cross the synagogi 
the ceremony of taking the pentateuch 
the ark to the desk. Had the ven< 
Boudinot, author of the Star in the 
been pfesent, he would probably hav< 
some confirmation of his ideas* as to tj 
raelitish extraction of the Indians, espe< 
on seeing the leader with a little implem 
his hand, like the riamunm^ of the 
gogue, singing with a loud and clear ' 
yo-he-wauh, yo-he-wauh. The same wor 
.responded in an eighth lower, at 
repetition), by all the other Indian 
exact time, as they per&rmed their circi 
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rations. None of them have any knowledge 
of the import of this word, which is proba- 
bly the Hebrew incommunicable sacred te- 
tragrammaton, with some aboriginal license in 
its pronunciation. 

Among the introductory subjects of attention, 
there was one, which is deemed worthy of no- 
tice. Whether it was a new article in the coun* 
cils of the confederate six nations, or in conso- 
nance with established custom* I did not ascer* 
tain. AU preisent, having done any thing worthy 
of censure* were required to come forward and 
acknowledge their faults. For a considera- 
ble time no one seemed to have any faults U>. 
confess. At length; a litUo girl, ten or 
twelve years old, came and stood before the 
chiefs, and with artless simplicity, told them» 
that she had done something wrong. *< What 
IS it ?" said one of them. She then statedt 
that she was in the trader's store* one day^ 
and saw a paper of two rows of pins, on the 
counter, and that she took it home. She 
said, thattshe never did any thing bad before^ 
and was sorry that she stole the pins. The 
chiefs decided that she should pay four cents 
to the trader* whO) as he informed me, had no 
knowledge of the petty theft till the lUtl« 
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girl brought hiin the money, and frankly told 
liim for what it was. 

I now ascertained what Weridunggohtah 
meant, when he said, <' that many chie& were 
met in council, upon the same business I was 
on.'' The great object of this council was, to 
revive the moral instructions formerly receiv- 
ed from Goskukkewaunau Konnedieyn , the 
prophet, as he was called, Kiendtwohke's 
half-brother, who died ^bout the year 18 15* 
The Indians seem now to think much of 
those instructions, and are desirous of having 
them recalled to mind, and re-delivered f(V 
the benefit of the rising generation. Many 
speeches were made, in which, the lessonsi 
inculcated by the prophet, were recounted, 
and their importance urged by various, per« 
suasive, energetic, appeals. 

John Sky, a Tonnewanta chief, delivered a 
speech, which I judged nearly three hours in 
length. He began with his arms folded across 
his breast, and with such feeble articulation 
as scarcely to be understood. In a little 
while, he appeared to gain strength, and Yam. 
arms fell to his sides. Soon, he displayed the 
orator, speaking with such a clear, loud* vni 
strong voice, that every word might have been 
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distificlly heard at the distance of a quarter 
of a mile, had he spoken in the open air. He 
was lahouring under a deeply seated pukno- 
nary complaint.* How painful the reflec- 
tion, that he had none to conduct him to the 
blood of the cross i Monsieur Poudr€, grand- 
son of one of Montcalm's generals, who had 
been taken in infancy and brought up by the 
Indians,' was sitting by me. He was sensibly 
touched with the charms of this Demosthe- 
nian eloquence, or with the nature and weight 
of the matter under consideration, and, inyo- 
hmtarily, gave frequent shrugs and exclama* 
mationS) showing that he felt what was offer- 
ed ; a considerable part of which he inter- 
preted for my satis&ction. From this it ap- 
pearS) that this chief recapitulated the moral 
truths delivered by the prophetf^pd, while 
enforcing them upon the council, added much 
on the obligation of parents to set a gockiftsx- 
ample before their children. At length, ha- 
ving exhausted his subject in portraying the 
evils of drunkenness, lying, cheating, stealing, 
and other pernicious practices, ho closed his 
speech in language^ which was interpreted in 
these words ; 

* In six monthi after this noted speech he w« in bis grtTe. 
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Y&umustnotdo anpttdngbad; pmt 
met soff any thing bad ; you must nai 
mmyildng had ; for the Cheat Spirit I 
your thoughts^ as weU as your words on 
turns* This is what the prophet tUugi 
You know it — and this is according i 
word of God ! 

In fine, he gave, as is believed, an c 
lent moral sermon. Its length, howevei 
greater than would be acceptable in 
christian assemblies ; yet not a few < 
auditors seemed to hang, from the begii 
to the end) with fond attention, on the n 
of the speaker. It must, nevertheles 
added, that some showed as great a lis 
ness, as we occasionally notice in some 
tian congregations, and a few threw i 
selves bstrl^'upon the platform and fell as 
whilQ^lI^G orator was thimdering, in pes 
, ^0)6^i(^nce, on the destructive effects of 

Kiattaeo, a Buffalo chief, made a 
speech in council) as he afterwards info 
me, representing the advantages of a 
fulfilling one's engagements ; adding, 
eighteen years ago, he made a resol 
never to break a promise if he could po 
avoid it ; that he had ever been consciei 
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in discharging the duties of that resolutiofly 
and that he had found great comfort in so 
doing. He concluded his address hy earnest- 
ly recommending it to his brethren to follow 
his example. 

At one time the attention of the tawny 
multitude was much arrested by the relation 
of a dream. Kasiadestah, a tall Indian, stood 
stooping forward, his eyes fixed on the ground, 
his countenance graye and solemn, as if 
something lay heavily on his mind, and made 
the following statement ; 

I have had a dream, which, in my aleep^ 1 
toaa directed to relate in council, I dreamed 
that the sun in the firmament spoke to me. He 
told me to go the Indians, and to tell then 
that the Great Spirit is very angry with them 
for their wicked ways. Tell them, they must 
repent of their wicked ways and forsake them, 
or the judgments of the Great Spirit will come 
upon them. If they do not repeiU and forsake 
their wicked ways, when the com is in the cob^ 
this year, there will he a storm, which will 
lay their com flat on the ground and destroy 
it* If they do not then repent and forsake 
their wicked ways, next winter^ there will he 
such a rain as they nener saw before. The 

F 



62 

foot vntt he 90 great as to hurp th^ hmeee 
in the water. 

Kasiadestah came to these unenlightened 
Indians, like Jonah to the Ninevites, caUing 
them to repentance. He did not, however, 
assume the character of a prophet. He simp- 
ly related his singular dream ; yet he appear- 
ed to feel as if it should be^ regarded like 
a communication from the Great Spirit* 

On the sabbath, the nineteenth of July, I 
met the Indians at Seneca, agreeably to ap- 
pointment. Billy, Pollard, Young King, 
Twenty Canoes, and other chiefs were pre- 
sent. Red Jacket and several more were 
still at Tonnewanta. Of Indians and squaws, 
from all parts of the Buffalo reservation, 
there was a larger collection, than when I 
visited them, last autumn. There were many 
more than could be accommodated in the 
council house) jpfewre we assembled together. 

Perhaps i#w not generally known that if 
two or three chiefs and a few others only are 
present, the object of addressing all in the 
settlement is answered ; because* every public 
speech delivered is repeated over and over to 
their people, as they collect together, from 
cabin to cabiU) for some days after. No con- 
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negation of white people is to be found, 
Inhere a discourse on any religious subject is 
better remembered, or so fully repeated for 
tiie satisfaction and benefit of those, who had 
not had an opportunity to hear it. What is 
spoken intelligibly to half a dozen is rehears- 
ed, not unfrequently, to hundreds. 

I had an able interpreter in Thomas Arm- 
jBtron g, who, like Hank Johnson^ was taken 
in infancy, adopted, and brought up, as a 
tnember of the tribe. Afler singing, Mr. 
^ Hyde read the Lord's prayer, in SenecEi 

. [ ^hich he had recently trannlated. This wai 

the first time these Indians had heard it in 
their native tongue. I previously stated to 
' them, that their fiiend and teacher would re- 

peat to them, in their language, this prayer, 
which was taught us by Jesus Christy the Sa- 
viour of the world. 

In my address,a(ler prayi mga nd singing again, 
i I spoke of the work of regeneration, represent- 

- ing that all, who ever become the true follow- 

ers of the Lamb of God, pass this wonderful 
change. I spdke of its glorious effects upon 
the temper, views, wishes^ and disposition, of 
all, who ezperienee thia work of grace. I 
spoke of the plan of jplvation by Jesus Christ; 
of repentance, repr^Knting that it implies, if 
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gehuine, not only a deep and heartfelt sorroii 
for sin, but a forsaking of that hateful thing 
80 that it shall no more have a reigning infltt 
ence ; of the Bible ; of the commands, pra 
mises, and threatenings contained in that s& 
cred volume ; of the ten commandments 
how they were delivered to the children o 
Israel amid the thunderings and quakings o 
the mount ; and of the purport of those com' 
mandments, with a brief comment. I ex 
horted them to listen to the momentous truthi 
of the word of God, and closed my address 
expressing iihe hopi;, that, with the aid o 
their goodinstructer, Mr. Hyde, they would 
before long, be made more extensively ac- 
quainted with the precious records of the goft 
pel, to the comfort, joy, and salvation of theii 
never-dying souls. 

It was almost sunset, when the exercisei 
were finished. Pollard made a short address. 
His first sentence, delivered with a solemr 
tone of voice, was interpreted in these words; 
; We thank the Great Spirit^ that we an 
hr ought so near to the close of another day it 
health and strength. 

How many are there, who have lived amic 
thefidl blaze of the light ofthe gospel and have 
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never tendered such a tribute of gratitude to 
the Giver of all good, {is, upon this occasion, 
dropped from the mouth of this poor heathen ! 
There is much reason to suppose that Rpllard« 
like CornpIanter > needs only to understand 
the gospel, sincerely to embrace it. It is evi- 
dent that he has many serious reflections. 
He said on one occasion) not long since, thsct 
be was always thinking of the Great Spirit ; 
and, on another, that he daily ojQfers him his 
prayers. 

Ailer the foregoing expression of thanks- 
giving to Almighty God, this chief, in the 
name of his brethren, thanked me for coming 
again to talk to them about the Great Spirit 
and the gospel of Jesus Christ. He further- 
more said. 

We hope that we shatt be enabled to re- 
I9iember what you have told us, and, with God* 8 
foercifid help-* to give great attention to it, and 
we pray the Great Spirit to give you health 
and strength to return in safety to your home. 

Mr. Hyde has resigned the charge of the 
school,* which he had bad under his care for 
five years. He thought it would be advanta- 
geous to the Indians to suspend it for a sea- 
son. They now begin to express their de- 

f2 
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sire for its re^commencement. At present, 
Mr. Hyde is busily employed in acquiring the 
Seneca, gradually preparing a grammar of 
that dialect, and translating into it the gos- 
pel according to the evangelist John, In 
this important labour, he is assisted by Tho* 
ma s Armstrong , with whom he was providen-^ 
"tfally brought to an acquaintance, when 
greatly needing, but not knowing where to 
find, one, so competent to the task of giving 
him correct instruction. Mr. Hyde is actua- 
ted by an ardent desire to help the pitiable 
natives around him to a knowledge of the 
truth as it is in Jesus. He has the confidence 
of those, among whom he resides, more than 
any other man. His occasional discourses, 
of which I wrote you, last year, delivered and 
interpreted to them, have had a surprising 
effect. Last winter he pronounced several 
of these, in which he gave a detail of the 
prominent Indian vices and unbecoming prac- 
tices. He was led, in the progress of these 
exercises, to speak of the unkindness, vnth 
which the squaws are treated. It seems to 
be expected of them, that they should perform 
more than their nature can well endure. They 
have been in the habit» time immemorial, of 
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c^uUing and bringing upon their backs the 
%nost of the firewood they burn. Mr. Hydo 
"became their advocate in his public address. 
Directly after, the Indians went into the 
vroods, felled and cut up a large supply of 
fuel, and brought it to their cabins in wagons. 
A squaw has seldom since been seen lugging 
firewood upon her back. This shows that 
these aboriginal natives only want the tight 
kind of instruction from those, in whom they 
have confidence, to wean them from, at leaCst, 
some of their reprehensible practices. > It is 
exceedingly desirable that Mr. Hyde should 
be duly patronised and encouraged in all his 
operations for the best interests of a people^ 
i?vhose spiritual welfare engrosses the warm- 
est affections of his heart, and, 'more exten- 
sively to promote his usefulnesi^, that he 
should become ah ordained minister among 
them. 

Mrs. Hyde, at Seneca, and Mrs. Oldham, 
at Jennesadaga, having made considerable 
proficiency in the acquisition of the langua- 
ges of the natives, have the opportunity, as 
they have the ability and the disposition, to 
be of essential advantage in propnoting . the 
spiritual welfare of the female past of their 
respective communities. 
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In passing the Alleghany reaenralioii, I 

called upon some of the Indian families, but 
the principal interpreter was absent. I spent 
a night with Jonathan Thomas, who, acting 
under the direction of the Society of Friends 
in Philadelphia, has a superintendence oyer 
the occupants of this reservation, is much in* 
terested in their welfare, and has been of no 
small advantage in promoting a knowledge of 
agricultural and various mechanical employ- 
ments and in banishing the use of ardent spi^i 
fits from that aboriginal settlement 

The school at Cold Spring is in a flourish- 
ing state. Another, established by the same 
Society of Friends, in the Kataraugus reser* 
yation, has been recently commenced. Mr. 
Thomas, in his sequestered situation, had not 
heard of the instituting of an American 
Board of Commissioners for Foreign Missions. 
I informed him of the operations at Brainerd. 
He expressed much gratification that manual 
labour was to constitute a part of the system 
to be pursued. 

On the thirtieth of July, I arrived at Mr. 
Oldham's in Jennesadaga. The venerable 
Qo gf i plantej r soon came to welcome me to his 
tillage. He wished to know when I should 
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preach at that place. Being informed that 
j[ had fixed on the next day, he manifested a 
strong jdesire to procure an interpreter. The 
next morning, he sent a runner, seven niiles^ 
for one, so early, that he returned by eight 
o'clock ; but, to our mutual regret, without 
success. Cornplantcr > his family, and a pum- 
ber of other Indians, attended the meeting 
i¥ith some white people from the Kinju 
Flats. 

This aged chief had been undef a mental 
derangemenV^or j^veral months^ but waS). to 
appearance,nearly recoyered,when I saw him» 
He still expresses .his desite '.of teli^bus' in* 
fltruction, uid hid interest in' the prosperity of 
the .schooly which continues) bfut under some 
discouragements. Mrs. Oldham iids tinder- 
taken to. teach the young females of thevil- 
lage to read and to sew. Their proficiency 
has exceeded expectation. The aflernoon I 
arrived, she was gone with two ofher pupils* 
grand-daughters of fitfnplftntfir- to a quilting, 
who acquitted themselves, as well as any pre- 
sent, and much to their own gratification. 

Mr. Oldham, like Mr. Hyde, is continually 
advancing in a knowledge of th6 Seneca, 
and is equally revered by the natives. He is 
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pursuing theological studies, and, in due time, 
it is hoped, that both of these pious men will 
become preachers of the gospel to the Sene- 
cas in their native tongue. 

I am more and more impressed with the 
idea, every time I repair to these aboriginal 
people, of the importance of minis tera resid- 
ing among them, and communicating to them 
religious truths in their vernacular language. 
Till this shall be, happily, the case, it is, un* 
questionably, useful to send missionaries 
among them, in order to keep alive their at* 
tention, which seems to be unusually excited, 
and with the help of interpreters, to give 
them what knowledge may be practicable of 
that gospel, which must, and will be, shortljf 
preached to every intelligent creature of 
every tribe on the face of the earth. 

Your respectful brother in the gospel, ete. 
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LETTER nil. 

Addressed to the Rev. Abid Holmes, 

D.D.y etc, 

Meadville, Peoo. 20th October, isao. 
MSV/ AND DEAS SIB, 

Bt the good providence of God, I 
have, at length, fulfilled the appointment to 
the Senecas and Munsees, which was assign- 
ed me, last year, by the Society for Propar 
gating the Gospel among the Indians and 
others in North America. I commenced my 
tour, accompanied, on this occasion, by my 
second son,* on the twenty-third of August, 
and returned to my family on the fourth of 
the present month, having travelled five hun- 
dred and forty-two miles, preached twenty -six 
times, visited the sick and sorrowful, assisted 
at prayer-meetings, and attended, as oppor- 
tunity ofiered, to various other missionary la- 
bours, as prescribed in my commission. 

We were cordially received by thd white 
inhabitants, in our numerous wanderings firom 

* RobeftWorauttdAUMfiiowamidihipiiiinlo tht V, 8. 
K»Ty. 
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one section of the aboriginal settlements to 
another. In several places, on our way, 
there have been, recently, some special awake- 
nings, the happy fruits of which were mani- 
fest from the general tenour of conversation ; 
from the eagerness, with which people assem- 
bled together for religious worship and in- 
struction ; from the engagedness, with which 
they listened to the plain and solemn truths 
of the gospel ; and from the indescribable 
heart-cheering manner, in which they sung 
the praises of their Redeemer. 

It is painful, however, to mention, that a 
baneful influence was sometimes noticed, par- 
ticularly, from the wild, unscriptural represen- 
tations of a certain modern sect, which hac 
the eiSrontcry to claim the name of christian^ 
or rather, christiariy as if those, assuming 
this namO) were more like Christy than an} 
others ; yet leading captive silly women, and 
the ignorant of both sexes, maintaining the 
annihilation of the wicked, denying the divi- 
nity and the atonement of the Son of God 
and, in this way, to the extent of their power; 
sapping the foundation of the christian fabric. 

As the aboriginal inhabitants were the pro- 
minent obiect of attention, a^eeablv to tb< 






instructions received, the extracts Iroin my 
journal, in reference to these too much neg- 
lected* but most interesting fellow-creatures, 
will be copious, and if some articles should 
be introduced, which seem* to a degree , irre- 
levant ; yet, if in the aggregate they tend to 
throw light on the history of the Indians, and 
to stimulate to greater exertions for their 
temporal and spiritual benefit, the communi- 
cation, although somewhat prolix, it is hoped, 
will not be unacceptable. 

On the ihirtytfirst of August, we visited 
the chief warriour of the Senecas at his house 
in Kataraugusi the mild, humane, and Vene- 
rable Wendungguhtah. He at once -recog- 
nised me, although two years were elapsed 
since our last interview ; and, afler a little 
pause, as if considering what to say, in reply, 
to what I had uttered, with a placid counte- 
nance, not unlike in appearance to that of 
Francis Xavier, addressed me in the following 
manner, as interpreted by H ^k Jyhnson, 

/ thar^ the Great Spirit , that he has given 
ycu health andc strength to corne and see your 
red brethren once more, I thank youforful- 
filling your promise to visit me and my 
people again. I am glad to see you. J shall 
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be glad to have you preach to my people abt 
the gospel next sabbath* You must not M 
it hard if all should not attend as yon Hi 
wish ; for^ I suppose^ pou haoe heard tl 
there is a division among the Indians. &k 
of them have agreed to keep the sdbhaih; I 
others are determined to foUow the wt 
which their fathers have taught ; Imttfor jr 
se^^ I shaU be glad to have you preach i 
gospel in the council house, next sabbath 
At this tim^, there was' an assemblage 
Indians at the council-house, near at hand, 
being one of the days of their feast of 
gathering. We repaired thither and (bum 
company, consisting of about one hundi 
Senecas and Munsees, male and female, < 
and young, deeply engaged in some kind 
play with hazel nuts. On being introduc 
by Johnson, as n jinMestaje^ their amusemei 
were immediately suspended) and there ^ 
a profound silence. I embraced the opp< 
tuni ty^ wi^^fiut , jeremonv. t6 make an i 
dress, which 1 concluded by stating, that, 
the next sabbath, 1 expected to be with tfa< 
again, in that place, to preach the gosp 
and that I hoped ibr a general attendani 
'J'hey instantly made the council house 
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ring, with a loud) animated, and universal 
yeuchi yeu&hy or shout of approbation. 

We were kindly entertained at the house 
of Jacob Taylor, whose large and well culti- 
vated farm in contiguous to the reservation. 
He has long exercided, under the direction of 
the Society of Friends iti Philadelphia, a su- 
perintendence over the Kataraugus Indians, 
and has been greatly instrumental in melio- 
rating their temporal condition. Here I saw, 
for the second time, the aged Kohkundenoi^a , 
who, fi'om the wonderful powers of his mem- 
ory, and the principal occupation of his past 
life> is extensively known by the name of 
Coffe6 Hotise. In 1818, when at the cabin 
of Peter Kraus, on the Alleghany, having no 
one to interpret, he gave me a concise histo- 
jry of his lifb, mostly by signs as expressive 
and as iilte^igible, as are those of the pupils in 
the asylum <^the deaf and dumb at Hartford. 
He represented, at that time, that he had ar- 
rived at the UnCominon age of one hundred 
years. 

To ascertain his age, I pointed to his silver 
locks, mid with the elevation of my fingers 
intimated my wish, which he fully compre- 
hended ; and, to satisfy me, he placed my 
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hands open, one on each knee. He then 
bent the joint of one of my fingers, held up 
both his hands with all his fingers extended, 
and waved them, once, in the air, by which I 
was to understand ten years. He then bent 
another of my fingers, held out his hands with 
his fingers extended and waved them> once, 
a^ before, by which he designed that I should 
add another ten years, making twenty ; and 
thus he proceeded, till all my fingers had been 
bent, andj,fina,lly, pointed to himself; which 
was saying, in the language of signs, that his 
age was ten times ten, or one hundred years. 
From other sources the credibility of his 
statement has since been confirmed. He 
had rode thirty miles, the day of his arrival} 
and was on his way to Canada to visit bis 
relatives, but spent the night at Mr. Taylor's 
hospitable mansion, where the Indians always 
find a welcome reception and the most friend- 
ly attentions. He has but an imperfect 
knowledge of the christian religion ; yet he 
seems to have a deep and solemn sense of his 
dependence on -Nauwenneyu, or the Great 
Spirit, to whom) in the silent watches of the 
night, when he, no doubt, thought there was 
no mortal to witness his devotions, he has 
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been oftejn heard pouring forth the aspirations 
of his soul) in fervent prayer. He is, by 
birth, of tlie Onondaga tribe, and was born 
near tfae site of Geneva, in the state of New- 
York; He was with the Indians, v^o form- 
ed an ambuscade, surprised, and defeated 
genera] Braddock, in 1755, and was with the 
IVench at Fort du Quesne, at the time of 
their abandonment of that post, in 1758. 
During a great part of his long life, he has 
been employed, as a courier) to carry news 
from tribe to tribe. Many a time has he been 
> present at councils, which were, sometimes, 
continued for weeks* when a vast mass of 
matter was brought to view, and numerous 
speeches were made ; yet) such was the te- 
nacity of his memory, he would give the 
whole in detail, to the omission of nothing 
important, as he proceeded from one nation 
to another. The Indian^, like the Athenians 
of ancient days, are fond of news. Hence, 
the presence of Kohkundenojya would al- 
ways cause them speedily to assemble togeth- 
er, in whatever village he appeared, such was 
their desire to hear of the passing events from 
a man, who readily imparted all the quantum 
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of intelligence to be collected at a XDoffee- 
House. 

On the sabbath, the third of September, 
we went to the council house, to fulfil my 
engagement. Knowing that Hank Johnso n 
was obliged to be at Chauddaukwa lake, this 
day, while on my course through the woods 
to the place of convocation, not strictly con- 
forming to aboriginal etiquette, and with a 
view to save time, I took the liberty to send 
a young Munsee to Henry York, a little dis- 
tance from my route, requesting him to come 
and ofiiciate as jny interpreter. Had I re- 
flected a moment, I should have left this ap- 
plication to an arrangement of the chiefs; 
for, it is well known, that the Indians will 
seldom attend to any business of importance 
with a stranger, unless the previous sanction 
of the heads of their tribe have been obtain- 
ed. We repaired to the dwelling house of 
Wendungguhtah, which we found cleanly 
swept. He was neatly dressed, but unable 
to walk in consequence of a hurt recently re- 
ceived. The young Munsee soon returned, 
and reported that Henry York said he would 
not come. He was the only person then on 
the reservation, who could answer my pur- 
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pose. My situation, for a short period, was 
painful ; I doubt not, similar to what our mis- 
sionary brethren in Asia often experienced, 
when first surrounded by people of a strange 
tongue. The Indians were already beginning 
to assemble together, though long before the 
hour of appointment. They had expressed 
an eagerness to hear the gospel. Their early 
attendance was an evidence of their sincere 
and ardent desire of religious instruction ; 
and this was probably the last opportunity I 
should have of addressing them on subjects 
of eternal moment. The chief warriour^ per- 
ceiving my embarrassment, soon relieved 
my mind from the tedium of uncert^ty and 
suspense.' He despatched a runner to York, 
who promptly came, and ably performed the 
task assigned him. 

The line of demarcation between the friends 
and the foes of religion, in all the Indian res- 
ervations we visited, is now distinctly drawn. 
They are divided into a ChrisHan and a Pa- 
gan party "; the former, in general, embracing 
the most of those, who have heretofore been 
considered the most respectable among the 
chiefri, warriours, and commonalty ; the lat- 
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ter, the intemperate) quarrelsome, indolent^ 
and most degraded. . 

My audience, assembled in the council 
house, consisted of alM>at sixty Senecfts. 
None of the Mnnsees sawr fit to honour me 
with a hearing. These «xe of the pagan par* 
ty, almost miiversally ; are much addicted to 
an excessire use of strong drink ; and, 4m my 
former mis^cHis» have showed little disposi- 
tion for religious instruction. 

AAer singing a hymn in the Seneca dia- 
lect, in which a goodly number cheerfully 
joined, and a prayer, which few of them 
could understand, as it was not interpreted, 
I addressed them for more than an hour, and 
was delighted at their profound attention and 
orderly behaviour, during the religious exer* 
cises ; and no less so at the decorous man* 
ner, in which they retired firom the house of 
worship, in all directions, to their reiqpective 
cabins. I never have witnessed greater pro- 
priety of conduct in any congregation what- 
ever. 

In communiicating moral and religious in* 
struction to the Indians, long dissertations o 
any particular topic are not so profitable 
them as laconic representations of duties a 
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obligations, and narratives, drawn from scrip- 
ture, of the dealings of God with the human 
xace» accompanied with reflections and ex- 
hortations. As usual, however, I took a 
text for a guide to the leading ideas I wished 
to suggest ; and, on this occasion, selected 
these words *, if ye love me, keep my ctm" 
momlmeiU^. I represented to my auditors, 
that this was the language of the great God 
and Saviour of the world ; that true religion 
consisted in a real love of this best of beings ; 
and that, if they loved him, they would gladly 
know what are those commandments, and 
would wish, and strive and rejoice, to keep 
them> to the extent of their power, merely 
from the principle of love to the Creator and 
Redeemer. I gave them a concise view of 
the decalpgue, with remarks upon its purity 
and extent,, and the happiness, which, in this 
life, would redound to every nation, if uni- 
versally and conscientiously regarded. In 
animadverting upon the fourth command- 
ment, notice was taken of the laudable reso- 
lution they had formed to hallow the sabbath, 
a day ever to be sacredly devoted, by the 
people of God, to the duties of religion. I 
spake also of the commands of Jesus Christ, 
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and especially of that new conunaadf that 
theif should love one another. Varioosex* 
hortations followed, in which I offered much 
on the numerous ill effects, every whei^ evi- 
dent, for want of more of this love to God 
and love to man. In descanting UfioQ the vi- 
ces, which prevailed, where this heavenly 
principle was not deeply rooted in the heart, 
I endeavoured to give a copious detail of the 
awfhl consequences of drunkenness, that aim 
which, of all others, the most easily besets 
the poor Indians. I told them diat I was 
happy to leam> that the tempertoce of the 
Senecas, in Katiraugus, was ofteh mentio»> 
ed in terms of high commendatioii ; but, tiiit 
it was a matter of sore regret, thai there wer^ 
still some among theiB« who indcdged in a 
vice, which degraded man below the brutes, 
and which waS) not unfrequently, but a prel- 
ude to fightmgs, murders, beggary, and infill 
my. A solemn appeal was made to them for 
the truth of the disgusting representation* 
One was present, as I well knew, who, in a 
stute of intoxication, had killed his neigh- 
bour, about two years before, and every one 
of the assembly had often witnessed the dread- 
ful effects of drunkenness. Some account 
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'^as given of the plain and pungent manner 
in which Samson Occum, a minister of the 
gospel, and one of their red brethren, had 
preached on the ruinous consequences of this 
vice* ThiBi represented as coming from an 
Indian, excited a veiy noticeable attention. 

In order that their children might be train* 
ed vp to that love of the blessed Redeemer, 
which the holy scriptures enjoin, I spoke of 
the importance of education ; and, to cor- 
roborate the arguments offered, referred to a 
speech on this subject, made by the late John 
Sky , a Tonnewanta chief, in my hearing, at 
a great council, in 18 1 8, a few months before 
his death, and delivered with a pathos, which 
would have done honour to any orator of 
Greece or Rome. I animadverted on the 
kindness of the Friends in Philadelphia, re- 
presenting that these benevolent people had 
early attended to their welfare ; that they had 
not only taught them to cultivate their lands, 
and presented them with various implements 
of husbandry, greatly to their temporal pros- 
perity and comfort; and had given them 
much moral instruction ; but had estabtished 
a school (at the express benefit of their off- 
spring* This had, unhappily, been suspend- 
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during the violence of opposition from the 

.an party; but, as I was glad to learn, 

uld be soon renewed. I urged theoi) by 

rious reasons, to cause their children 

iigently to attend the school, that they might 

e taught to read the word of God, some 

^arts of which were already translated into 

their language ; that, being made acquainted 

with the instructions) which the great and 

good Spirit had been pleased to communicate 

to the world, they might hope to be led to 

love him and to keep his commandments, to 

his glory and to their present and future hap-^ 

piness. 

I had, at first, stated, that I came by diree* 
tion of that Society, which, on previous occa- 
sions, had commissioned me to impart to 
them the truths of the gospel. I represented 
that the good people of that Society had nc 
sinister views in adopting measures of thit 
kind ; that they did not wish for their land' 
furs, corn, money, nor any thing they y 
sessed ; but that, feeling in their own b 
the obligation and the comfort of lovinf 
and endeavouring to 'keep his con 
ments, and knowing it, from the sacre< 
to be their duty and privilege to love 
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• 
members of the great family of mankind, of 

ivhatever tribe or cotnplexion, as brethren, 
they wished and prayed, and, in various ways, 
exerted themselves, that the glorious realities 
of the true religion might be made known to 
them. From the same regard to the word of 
God and ' to the eternal welfare of precious 
and immortal souls many others, near the 
big waters towards the rising sun^ had, for a 
number of years, been most actively engaged 
in sending ministers of the gospel to different 
and distant tribes, of various tongues, to 
preach this love to God and love to man ; 
and, from the highest authority, it might be 
declared, that the day was fast approaching, 
when this heavenly principle would be univer- 
sally felt, and there would be one fold and 
one shepherd for all the nations of the earth. 
In concluding this part of my address, I 
descanted on the complacency and delight, 
which the people of God are wont to expe- 
rience amid the troubles and the trials inci- 
dent to the present state ; the animating 
hope, which cheers the departing saint ; and 
the unspeal^able rewards of grace, which are 
in sure reversion beyond the grave. I stated 
that I had known many, who, on a death-bed, 
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the Lord, that, if we should never meet to- 
other again in any house of prayer in this 
ivorld, as we probably never should, this 
people, and all the unenlightened tribes of 
tbis western world, might be soon made, by 
the all-conquering power of the Holy Ghost, 
to love the Saviour of sinners with all their 
heart ; and that we might meet our Judge 
in peace and joy, in the morning of the res- 
urrection, and be satisfied with his likeness, 
when we shall see him as he is. 

Kaukaugedde^^ a Kataraugus chief, made 
a friendly address in reference to what I had 
offered. He recapitulated many of the leadr 
ing ideas, which had been suggested* and 
stated that tbe)r had understood all that had 
been said on the occasion. He then remaf k- 
€d, that* as the chief warriour had not been 
«Ue to attend the meHmg, and as most of the 
cMefii Were abs^st, no particular tatk had 
been prepared ibr me ; but, that they gave 
ine many thaidis for what they had beord, and 
ho|»ed that they should all thidi much of the 
words of the Great Spirit. 

Henry York rose and said, thai he then 
spoke in has own namie ; that he gave me 
many thanks for what I had told tiiem ; and 
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that he was determined to do all in his power 
to prevent the Indians from drinking whis- 
key. 

The son of Wendungguhtah, a yomig chief 
of interesting aspect, who was handsomely 
clad in the aboriginal costume, stood ap« with 
his left arm akimbo, and his right gracefully 
used, and made a short appropriate speech, 
a part of which was interpreted in these 
words ; 

/ msh to express my individual thanks far 
what I have heard. I have perfectly under- 
stood the whole I am resolved to attend to 
these instructions, for I think much of death. 

.It is a remarkable fact, that two lndians» 
whose names are Johnson and Turkey, have 
actually been appointed by the chiefs at Kat- 
araugus, as persons the most competent to 
the task, to instruct the natives, from sabbatf 
to sabbath, in the christian religion ! The 
were both present. Johnson gave an exho 
tation, urging upon the assembly the impc 
tance of what had been brought to vie 
He expressed his ideas, in forcible langua/ 
as to the momentous nature of those thir 
and his hope, that they should persever 
keeping the sabbath. He avowed his r 
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lution to attend to the duty assigned him by 
the chiefs, so long as they should see fit to 
continue him in the office, and tendered me 
his hearty thanks. He then requested me.to 
sing, and pray, and dismiss the congregation^ 
which was accordingly done. 

On my proposal, York, Kaukaugedde, 
Johnson, Turkey, and several others, went 
with me to the chief warriour's habitation. 
York gave him an account of the agreeable 
meeting we bad had, at ^he council house> 
with a full statement of what had been 
said to his people. I informed this vene- 
rable «hief, that I should have it in my 
power to make a report of this mission to the 
benevolent Society at Boston, which, I trust- 
ed, would g^den the hearts of many. I 
then spent considerable time in giving him 
an idea of what exertions had been made in 
a former age, socm after the settlement of 
white people on this iidand, ibr imparting the 
truths of the gospel to the teibes of eastern 
Indians ; and, in our day, for multitudes^ as 
ignorant as the Indians, far beyond the big 
water. I gave him the first intelligence, he 
ever received, relative to the noble establish- 
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ments atBrainerd and £liot> and of the happ; 
consequences already resulting to many i! 
those remote regions ; inform^g him, at th 
same time, of the resolve in counciL amoiii 
the chiefs of the Ohauktaus« to appropriatf 
annually f a most liberal sum for the extei 
sive introduction and support of schools i 
their villages. As I proceeded in my narrc 
tive, the joy and gratitude of his heart wei 
strikingly portrayed in bis visage, and he fir< 
quently uttered, with emphasis, exclamatioi 
of astonishment, gratification, and applaus 
In the close of the interview, he gave me 
firiendly parting address, gently pressing n 
right hand, which, for a long time, he he] 
in his own, stating his satisfaction in this rt 
newed visits and expressing his ardent hof 
that the time might soon come, when all tl 
Indians would embrace the gospel of Jesi 
Christ. 

After shaking hands with all present, as 
had done with those at the council hous 
according to invariable custom at all asset 
blies of these aboriginal descendants, I to< 
my leave of the thoughtful and ii iable We 
dungguhtah, and set my face for the S 
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neca villages on the Tuseowa, or Buffalo 
Creek. 

On Tuesday, the fifth of September, we 
arri?ed at the mission house in the most [po- 
pulous village in the Buffalo Creek reserra- 
tion, still occupied by Mr. Hyde, who, having 
passed through many tribulations and dis- 
couragements in his benevolent and arduous 
labours, continued for about nine years, for 
the temporal and spiritual welfiure of the Se- 
necas, is now rejmcing in the prospect of a 
better day, which already begins to glimmer 
on this benighted people. 

It may be proper to notice, in this part of 
my narrative, a paragraph, which was intro- 
duced into many of our periodical publica- 
tions, last year, announcing that, at a great 
council held at this place, in June, the Indi- 
ans had resolved to have nothing to do with 
the christian religion. It is true that their 
minds were exceedingly agitated at the mea- 
sures adopted to induce them to leave their 
goodly heritage for some territory &r to the 
west. Red Jacket. wa»^ tEpppinted to reply 
to the United States' commii^oner, and to 
those holding the pre-emption right to their 
lands, then present, in the name of the chiefs 
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of tbe BiX nUioDS. He deoUred, th&t they 
had no desire, and that they were detemmied, 
as they had often made knovn, in times past, 
never to abandon tiiese lands, giTon to them 
1^ the Great Spirit, long before any white man 
ever saw them and holding in their bottom 
the booea of their fathers. The orator, irith 
his accustomed acumen, acted well hia part, 
with the exception, that he exceeded the 
limits of his commisaion. In the warmth of 
tus eloquence, having ^neralty manifested a 
hostility to the christian religion, he took 
the liberty, which had not been delegated to 
him, to announce that they would have no- 
thing to do with ministers of the gospel, 
schoohnasters, quakers, nor any white peo- 
ple, and that they would no more suffer Uiem 
to reside on any of their lands. Some time 
afier^ the deliver; of Red Jacket's speech, 
which will not be soon forgotten, so much 
did it abound with genius uid wit, the chie& 
reqoested that what he had said about tha 
gospel and schools might not be sent to their 
father, the President of the United States, as 
he bad uttered more, than he was authorbed 
by them to do. They were told that their 
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application was too late, as the writing was 
finished. The fact is, the Indians were ge- 
nerally and most strenuously opposed to the 
selling of their reservations ; Imd of the ehiefr 
there was a sweeping majority in favour of 
the establishment of schools, and of instruc- 
tion in the chrbtian religion* the powerful 
representations of Red Jacke t to the contrary 
notwithstanding. 

It was in a short period after this noted 
council, that the Indians began to take a 
more decided ground, than they had ever 
done before, either for or against the gospel. 
They are now divided, as already remarked, 
in all the reservations, into a Christian and 
' a Pagan party. While the latter seems to 
exhibit a kind of dying struggle for existence, ^^ 
the former increases in number and^ zeal for 
a knowledge of the truth. Ofted did we 
meet with individuals, who expressed an ar- 
dent desire to understand aU the words of 
the Great Spirit written in his book. ' Hence 
the Indians are greatly pleased at the labours 
of Mr. Hyde in translating and printing, from 
time to Ume, portions of the Holy Scriptures. 
He will shortly have finished a selection from 
the Bible, to the amount of about one hun* 
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dred pages of Seneca and English, in oppo- 
site columns. He has spared no psdns nor 
expense to cause many of the Indians to bo 
instructed in the art of- singing. This is an 
exercise, for which the)r have, generally, very 
pleasant voices; in which they have made 
commendable proficiency ; and in which they 
mueh delight. In almost every cabin we 
entered, the singing book was immediately 
produced) and many pieces of our best 
church music were sung, by note, in just 
time, and by words, prepared by Mr. Hyde, 
in their vernacular tongue. In some of the 
aboriginal public assemblies, which we at- 
tended, the singing was superior, in die style 
of execution, to what we commonly have in 
the greater part of our congregations of white 
people io Western Pennsylvania. ' 

Mr. Hyde, under the patronage of the 
New York Missionary Society, with the hum- 
ble but honourable name of a catechist, deli* 
vers regular discourses, from sabbath to sab- 
bath, in tiie village of his residence, and, oc- 
casionally, at Kataraugas and Tonnewasta, 
when a cavalcade of nearly twenty of the 
principal characters of his more immediate 
charge, accompanies him, thirty miles, firom 
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respect to this faithful labourer iii the vine- 
yard, and to encourage the hearts and strength- 
en the hands of their brethren, of those reser* 
vations: in the work of the Lord. It is desir- 
able that he should receive ordination, as his 
theological attainments and acquaintance 
with experimental religion may justly war- 
rant such a measures #nd, especially) as bis 
sphere of usefulness would be enlarged. 

Although Mr. Hyde is sometimes absent, 
on the sabbath, yet his people statedly hold a 
meeting, at which several of the chiefi pray, 
repeat passages from those parts of the Bil^ 
already translated, and give an exhortation. ^ 
Tiiey have a decent and comfortable place 
for public worship in their council house, 
which, by a resolve of long standing, is the 
diief council fire place of all the six nations. 
The present is a new building, forty-two by 
eighteen feet, and is well constructed of hewn 
logs. It is shingled, glazed> arched, ceiled, 
and furnished with neat and commodious 
seats, and with a good chimney — all the 
work of Indians. The monthly concert of 
prayer is here observed, and on every thurs- 
day evening, the singers meet together to 
perfect themselves in psalmody and for *reli- 
gious instruction. 
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On thursday, the seventh of Septem 
we attended this stated exercise. Mr. 
lender, their worthy and indefatigable tet 
of musiC) was present. I was surprise 
their excellent performance. The tune 
signed for that evening, was the Portug 
hymn, or Adeste Fideles. It was not 
before they sung it wth great correcti 
though they had never tried it before. 
foUowmg words had been prepared by 
Hyde for this delightful piece of sacred 
sic, and are here preserved, as a specime 
the language, in which, previously to 
year 1818, the praises of redeeming love y 
probably never si!ing ; several copies } 
written in a plain hand, so that some of 
Indians could read them, and the rest i 
soon able to repeat them, memoriter. 
may be remarked, that no language is b( 
adapted to vocal music, than the Sen 
which is soft and mellifluous, as the Italiai 
the Ionic dialect of the Greek. 

Sl8-w&*den-nO-tu8 N&-yad-r1&-gvi-en-iie-yu 
G&-gw&-gO Kl-wl-ya No-yu-Hus-hah 
K&-D&-hO Vvl-w8t)-ja-g& Nft'Sung-gw&-w€ 
NA-8ld-dw&-deo-nO-tus JN&-kI-D&-8ft. 



Sw^d-do-ba-Gk Na-de-swI-e-wI-yS-sto 
Hft-tl-yU-dft-dft N&-ySd-d&-gw6n-ne-yu 
Dlt-tfd-dwi^toun-yO N&-f6n-iiOa-dO-geu-td 
jNi^Id-4wArd«D-iiO-tU8 Nft-ki-n&-ift. 

Jesus RA-M-jrli-€-wfi-n& Sh-gwut N&- 
•Sh Hft-D<-fqttft-niink-qu& Oe-yft-sfih^soan-yo 
O-nt-dwOMSn-de Nt-iId-dwOt-ken-nls-sus 
17ft-«Id-dw&-den*iiO-tus Nft-kl-n&-tft. 

Literal Trandation* 

Sing unto the Lord ; 
All his works are perfect ; 
The whole earth is full of his gifts ; 
Let us sing unto him a new song. 

RejoicSy ye righteous. 
Before the Lord, 
> And praise his narae. 

Let us slog unto him a new song. 

Jestis, for thy wondrous love 
To us, be praises given. 
Let us go, and worship before him. 
Let us siog unto him a new song. 

I made an address to the little assembly, 
ivhich George Jamieson, brother of Jacob, 
mentioned in a former communication, and 
grandson of Mary Jamieson, the white wo- 
man at Gauhdaou, interpreted, and conclud- 
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cd with prayer. About twenty only were 
present. Considerable sickness preTailed at 
that time, and William Ring, a Caynga chief, 
and son of Young King, was dangerously ill 
with an epidemic fever. The whole village 
was anxiously waiting the issue of his mabdy. 
No people are more sympathetic, in time of 
trouble, than the Senecas. It was in conse- 
quence of the sickness, then prevalent, so 
few attended the meeting. Formerly, in sea- 
sons of distress, they generally had recourse 
to ardent spirits, to drown their sorrow ; but 
now, the friends of the christian religion, 
though equally depressed, shun society and 
bear their anguish in silent grief. 

Wishing, on this excursion* if practicable, 
to extend my missionary labours to the ab- 
original settlements on the Genessee river* 
we went as far as Tonnewanta to spend the 
sabbath. The only interpreter, at that place, 
was Peter Baldwin, and it was well known 
that he was strongly opposed to the christian 
party. It was doubtful whether he could be 
induced to officiate as my interpreter) and, 
if he could, whether he would be faitUSjd. 
Mr. Hyde had kindly intended, under these 
considerations, tliat T homas Armstrw ig. his 



99 

interpreter, should accompany us to Tonnc- 
wanta, lest the object in view should be frus- 
trated ; but he was seized with violent symp- 
toms of the epidemic and could not travel 
with us. '' ' 

On our arrival at Tonne wanta, tMrty-four 
miles from Seneca oh the Buffalo, we called 
firist upon Littlebeard, whose aboriginal name 
is Shegwiendaukwe, a respectable Indian, 
and the only chief on the reservation, who is 
friendly to the christian religion. We then 
repaired to the habitation of John Bennet, an 
intelligent aboriginal, who appears to be ex- 
erting iumself more vigorously) than any other 
in the place, to promote the Redeemer's 
cause. He went with us and introduced me 
to Peter Baldwin. I frankly stated the de- 
sign of my visit, expressed my wish to meet, 
the next day, with the chiefs and as many of 
the inhabitants as could convene, having a 

ill 

communicatibn to make, and hoped that he 
would perform the part of lun interpreter on 
the occasion. He unexpectedly consented, 
and promptly said, that he would do as well 
as he could. 1 told him I did not wish him 
to be at that trouble for nou|^t, and that he 
should have a compensation, which would be 
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satisfactory. He thea proposed that I should 
be at the council house early in the morning. 
We spent the night at Littlebeard's, where 
we were hospitably entertained ^n the truly 
characteristic Indian style. Soon after an 
early breakfiust, taking Bennet with us, we 
proceeded to the cabin of Peter Baldwin, 
whom we found, in a kind of piazza, waiting 
our arrival, with his aged fatheri Ronnohken- 
touwe, the head chief of this section of the 
tribe, Peter Ring, who is a chiefs and brother 
of Young Ring, with several others of the vil- 
lage. Baldwin said, that Peter Ring was to 
set out, that day, for Grand River ; that the 
people, meaning the pagan party, would not 
meet at the council house, till late in the 
afternoon ; and that the chie& desired me, jf 
agreeable, to make my communication to 
them, at that time and place, adding, that 
they would report to the assembly whatever I 
might offer, as soon as collected together. 
Rnowing that, if I should comply with the 
wish expressed, every purpose would be an* 
swered, as fully, as if I were to deliver what 
I had to say in the council house, conforma* 
Uy to a remark, specially made, in my last 
report to you, I immediately commenced my 
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address, and continued it for three hours. I 
considered, that I was about to deliver a 
message from the great Head of the church 
to- the leaders of the pagan party ; that what 
I should bring to view would be minutely 
and repeatedly detailed to the inhabitants of 
the reservation ; and, as this was no doubt 
the only opportunity I should ever have of 
pleading the cause of my Lord and Master 
with the poor benighted, deluded, and pitia- 
ble, enemies of the cross, in this part of the 
kingdom of darkness, I ought to be full and 
expUcit. 

A just and particular delineation of all the 
parts of this discourse would extend this re- 
port to a wearisome length. MuUum in par- 
vo shiall be my aim. After informing the 
chiefi of the Society, whose benevolent views, 
in reference to the moral and religious benefit 
of my red brethren, it was my duty and hap- 
piness to endeavour to fulfil, I spake of 
that infinitely glorious Being, who is the fa- 
ther of every human soul, and the creator of 
all things; of his communications to the 
world ; of the holy scriptures, as containing 
the word of God, and that a knowledge and a 
reception of this sacred word was essential, 
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to make us wise unto eternal life ; of the 
work of creation ; of the divine appointment 
of the sabbath, of universal obligation ; of the 
fall of our first parents ; of the wickedness of 
the antediluvians ; of their wonderful de- 
struction by a flood of water ; of the miracu- 
lous preservation of Noah, his family* and the 
living creatures with him, in the ark ; of the 
subsequent iniquity of the children of men, 
continued to the present day ; of God's pe* 
culiar people, the posterity of Israel, to whom 
he committed the oracles of truthi for the in- 
struction of all men ; of the ten command- 
ments, spoken by the Great Spiritt amid the 
thunders and the lightnings of the mount ; of 
the renewed injunction to keep the sabbath ; 
of the early promise of Jesus Christ, as the 
only Redeemer and Saviour of any of the de- 
scendants of Adam ; of the various prophe- 
cies concerning this glorious Messiah, deliv- 
ered many ages before he came ; and of his 
advent at the time, which had been fiMretold, 
mentioning the number of years, since his 
appearance, as I had done, relative to the 
time from the creation to the deluge. The 
way was now prepared for speaking partictf- 
larly of the gospel dispensation, upon which 
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1 descanted at considerable length, giving im 
account of the birth, miracles, benevolent op- 
erations, Jife, sufferings, crucifixion, resurrec- 
rection* and ascension, of the Son of God ; of 
the doctrines he taught ; of the brevity and un- 
certainty of the present life ; of death, tbe res- 
urrection, judgment, and eternity ; of the so- 
lemn and unreserved account, which every one 
must give, when Christ shall come to judge the 
world, fixing his tribunal in the mid-heavens, 
and pronouncing the sentence, irom which 
there will be no appeal; of the necessity of 
believing in the Son of God ; of the happi- 
ness and glory of all, who choose this bless- 
ed Redeemer for their everlasting portion ; 
and of the indescribable misery and despair 
of all, who finally reject the profiered terms 
of grace. I frankly allowed that the vile and 
unprincipled among their white brethren had 
often treated them ill, to the painful regret of 
the true followers of Jesus Christ. I stated 
that, if the Indians were well instructed, they 
would not be liable to such impositions from 
abandoned white people, as they had often 
suffered ; that nothing could be more impor- 
tant to the welfare of their rising offspring, 
than a good education ; and that it would be 
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wise in them to adopt such measures, as 
might be conducive to that knowledge, which 
would lead to the subsequent happiness of 
those, who would shortly succeed them in 
the cares of life. I spoke expressly of the 
long continued kindness of the Friends to 
their brethren on the Alleghany and Kata- 
raugus reservations, and that they contem- 
plated, as I had learned, the establishment of 
a school in Tonnewanta. I exhorted them 
to see that their children diligently attended 
the school, whenever it should be in opera- 
tion, that they might acquire much useful 
knowledge, and) especially, that they might 
be enabled to read and understand what God 
had spoken and recorded in the holy Bible. 

After the usual consultation, King made a 
reply in the name of the ehie&. He^ how- 
ever, carefully avoided speaking a word about 
the Bible, its contents, or any thing I had de- 
livered relative to the christian religion. 
The most of his speech consisted in an enco- 
mium on the utility of schools, and a resolu- 
tion to promote the one contemplated by the 
Friends, as soon as it should be commenced. 
Without any further remarks he concluded, 
by saying, that they gave me a thousand 
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Uianks lor what I had told them. I would here 
suggest, that previous to their reply, they 
several times asked me to repeat the chrono- 
logical factS) I had incidentally mentioned, 
and that they seemed ansious to retain the 
recollection of them. I took my leave of 
these poor pagan chie&> probably never tp 
see them again, till we meet at that august 
tribunal, the awful terrours of which for all 
the enemies of Jesus, I had endeavoured, in 
some measure, to unfold. 

We returned to Bennet's house, where the 
christian assembly statedly meet. Baldwin 
promised to follow, soon, and to interpret ; 
but he disappointed me. I saw him once 
afterwards, when he apologized by represent- 
ing that he thought we were to convene at 
Littlebeard's, and that he went thither with 
a view of fulfilling his engagement to me. I 
gave him fifly cents, with which he appeared 
to be amply satisfied. Half of that sum 
would probably be sufficient to secure his 
interpreting services to any missionary on a 
like occasion. 

Bennet understood English better, perhaps, 
than any other at Tonnewanta, except Bald- 
win. He had heard the long address in £ng- 
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lish and Seneca) and gave a copious detail 
of it to the christian party, while we were 
waiting for Baldwin. Having commenced 
with prayer and singing, I gave several short 
addresses, quoting texts of Scripture and ex- 
pounding the same. Bennet interpreted. 
At intervals, we attempted the praises of re- 
deeming love, by singing the Seneca hymns. 
I asked if some of the Indians present could 
not pray? Oh, yes! said Bennet. I toM 
him, that it had not been customary to. inter- 
pret prayers, as they were offisred, and that I 
should be glad to have some one address the 
throne of grace, in a language, which they 
could all understand. He directed to Lewis 
Poudr6, who, on my invitation, arose, closed 
his eyes, folded his hands in the manner of 
Massilloui all rising, at the same time, and 
prayed with a solemn tone of voice, without 
embarrassment, and, I trust, with pertinence. 
He is the son of a Frenchman, whom I for- 
merly mentioned, and whose first wife, the mo- 
ther of Lewis, was a Tonne wanta squaw. 

Bennet recapitulated a sermon, which he 
had, some time before, heard from the Rev. 
Eleazer Williams, of Oneida Castle, who is 
well known. I again spoke on sundry texts 
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of scripture, urged the duty of prayer, and 
gave some account of several christian In- 
<iians, at the eastward, who, in former times, 
liad been remarkable for their attention to this 
reasonable and indispensable religious exer- 
cise. I called on William Johnson to pray, on 
the suggestion of Bennet. He spoke with great 
fluency, engagedness, and pathos. In this 
manner we spent the day, and parted, mutu- 
ally pleased with the exercise, in which we 
had been engaged. 

On Wednesday, the thirteenth of Septem- 
ber, we reached Squauke Hill, at which place 
is the most populous aboriginal settlement on 
the Genessee river. Very opportunely for the 
object in view, we found the chiefs and prin- 
cipal Indians collected together, and busily 
employed in raising a log school-house. I 
had hoped for the aid of Captain Jones^ as an 
interpreter, at whose house we stopped on 
our way ; but he, being absent, we proceed- 
ed without him. The deficiency was well 
supplied by Thomas Jamieson, another 
grandson of Mary Jamieson, before men- 
tioned, and an Indian* by the name of 
Straightback. 

Having introduced myself as a preacher of 
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the gospel to these people^ they suspended 
tlicir labours, and I immediately commenced 
the delivery of my message, which was, to 
appearance, cordially received by the assem- 
bly, within and without the logs of the half 
raised school- house. I spent an hour in 
speaking of the contents of the Bible, exhibit- 
ing the blessings it unfolds for all of every 
nation, who take it as the guide of their life ; 
and* finally, represented, that, whatever might 
be the present opposition to its momentous 
truths, it was certain, that, ere long) all mists 
of darkness, and errour, and delusion, would 
be done away ; that all the hateful passions 
of man, now at war with every thing holy 
and divine, would be made, by the all- con- 
quering spirit of grace, to yield to the 
gentle and heavenly influence of that religion, 
which is taught in the word of God ; when 
all fightings, injustice, and vice, would give 
place to brotherly love, righteousness, and 
holiness of life and conversation ; and the 
world would become an emblem of heaven. 
After a short conference among the heads 
of the tribe present, agreeably to invariable 
usage. Tall Chief and Kanadamade, each of 
them, a formal reply, in which they stated 
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that they had a clear understanding of every 
part of my address ; that they had gladly 
heard it; ai^d that they fully believed it. They 
said, fiirther, that they wished for instruc- 
tion in the truths of the gospel, and that they 
should listen to all the ministers* who might 
come to show them the right path. Jamieson 
remarked, that, a year ago, not one at Squauke 
Hill* except Straightback and himself, was 
favourable to the christian religion; but, 
that now, one half of the Indians there ex- 
pressed the desire of an acquaintance with 
the gospel. Fifty children are expected to at- 
tend the school) the ensuing winter, which is 
to be under the patronage of the Presbyteries 
of Genessee and Ontario. In the same place, 
a few years since, the benevolence of Mr. 
Butrick, now successfully labouring in a dis- 
tant field, led him to attempt a school for the 
benefit of these tawny natives, but with very 
little encouragement of any beneficial result. 
A great revolution in Indian feelings, relative 
to the importance of moral and religious in- 
8tructioB» at Squauke Hill, as well as at all 
the other reservations we have visited, has 
'aken place in the course of the two last 
years, and which, no doubt, may be justly 
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considered as among the signs of the times ; 
that the period is nigh at hand, which prophets 
have often foretold, and for which the people 
of God have long and earnestly wrestled in 
prayer. 

In this region we became acquainted with 
several clergymen, who expressed a readiness 
to preach to these Indians whenever in their 
power. They feel a deep interest, as all the 
pious must, in the welfare of the Theologi- 
cal Seminary at Auburn. The recent unani- 
mous appointment of the Rev. James Rich- 
ards, D.D. to a professorship in that new 
school of the prophets was a grateful subject 
of frequent conversation. 

On friday, the fifteenth of September, we 
called upon Mary Jamieson, at GauhdaoU) 
known, far and near, by the name of the 
*^ White Woman. She lives in a comfortable 
Indian style, on one of the fertile bottoms of 
the Genessee, flanked by high, abrupt, and 
romantic banks. Her habitation is near the 
place, where, about three years ago, fifteen 
acres of land slid, in the night, from the side - 
«f a lofty and steep hill, with a frightful noise, 
. carrying trees and rocks into the bed of the 
fiver, to the amazing terrour of the few abo- 



ligioal families in tho vicinity. 1 could liave 
DO opportunity to collect an assembly at 
Gauhdaoui of which I had been duly apprised ; 
yet, it seemed a duty to travel six miles out 
of our course, to have an interview with the 
aged white woman, the history of whose life 
is worthy of record. I found her able to con- 
vene intelligibly ia English, but showing, at 
Jirst, that reserve, which is a common trait in 
the character of the Senecas, male and femalc- 
yet more noticeable in the latter, than in the 
former. She, however, at length, became 
agreeably communicative, and gave a history 
of some of the principal incidents, which have 
marked her pilgrimage, and which are so in- 
teresting, that 1 shall be excused in delailihg 
a few of the most prominent. 1 am more in- 
clined to do this, thinking it possible that my 
statement may find the way to some of her 
kindred, who have, prolmbly, no knowledge 
of her past distressing trials, nor even that she 
is in the land of the living. 

She was bom at Harsh Creek, bqlow Kon- 
negocheague, in Fflnnsylvanio. Her patents 
were Thomas Jnmieson, and his wife, who, be- 
fore marriage was Jane Irvine. They were 
from the North of Ireland but were of Scottish 
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descent. At the age of thirteen years, a lew 
weeks after the evacuation of Fort Du Quesne, 
in 1768, she, with her father, mother, a sis- 
ter, and two brothers, was taken by the 
Indians and hurried away into the wilderness. 
On the third day of their captivity, the Indians 
discovered* by their scouting parties, that 
many white people were in pursuit of them ; 
otherwise, all their lives would have been 
spared. These merciless savages, to fkcili- 
tate their flight and escape, killed the father, 
mother, sister, and two brothers, but sufllered 
Mary to live, and travelled with all possible 
speed to the westward, taking her with them 
to a certain place on the Ohio river, proba- 
bly near the Little Beaver Creek, where they 
pitched their tents for some time, and then re- 
moved to a Shawnee town far below. Here 
she lived many years, married an Indian, and 
had several children. 

Once she attempted to desert the place and 

to make her way, steering towards the rising 

sun through the trackless desert, to the white 

people, and had proceeded many miles into 

i the dreary woods* when the fond yearnings of 

fca mother induced her to return to her little 
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children, whom she never after felt a disposi- 
tion to leave. 
Mary had an uncle, John Jamieson, vrho 

was killed at the time of Braddock's defeat. 
She had two very young brothers, John and 
Thomast who were not captivated with the 
rest of the family. 

Many years since, she saw a man, from the 
neighbourhood of her native spot, who in- 
formed her, that these two brothers were then 
living, as she understood* in some part of 
Virginia. If they still live, and are no 
strangers to the best sympathies of human 
nature, how must it delight them to learn, 
that a sister, who, no doubt, was supposed, 
more than sixty years ago, to have suffered 
the vengeance of the tommahauk and scalping 
knife, and who, once) seemed born to a bet- 
ter portion, than God in his mysterious provi- 
dence has seen fit to allot her, is yet on this 
side of the grave, sustaining the character of 
an inoffensive and estimable woman. 

The last words her mother spoke to her, 
just before the fatal weapon released hes and 
so many of the family from the sorrows of 
life, were ; Mary^ do not, at present, attemjft 
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to run awaff'-^o not forget your English — 
do not forget your God. 

She had been taught at school, and said, if 
she could have had books, she thought that 
she should not have forgotten how to read, 
but that her sight was now impaired. She 
had learned the Assembly's Shorter Cate- 
chism, and was early made acquainted, by the 
care of her parents, with the duties founded 
on the word of God, and has, probabiV, often 
communicated the amount of her knowledge 
to the Indians. I remarked to her, that, as 
she had greater advantages, than the people 
among whom she had spent the most part of 
her life, it must have been in her power to 
have afforded them very important instruction 
as to the duties we all owe to our Maker and 
Redeemer. She said, in reply, that she used 
to teach her children when they were young. 
Pursuing the subject, and reminding her of the 
benefit she might still bestow on the ignorant 
natives, whom she fi-equently sees, by speak- 
ing to them on the things of religion, she, at 
length answered with a quick articulation and 
considerable feeling ; the Indians know tchai 
M^ r^ht; they know what is right well 
enough — they know what is right-^tut they 
mil not do it — they wiU not do it. 
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From other sources, in the vicinity of her 
residence, we learned something of her other 
uncommon trials. After the death of her first 
hnshand, she came to the Genessee river with 
a considerahle body <^ Indians and married 
Kottam, a chief, who then assumed her name, 
but who had been generally called Gauhdaou, 
from the place, where he lived. By him she 
had six or seven children, and has more than 
forty grand-children. Of her sons, three 
were living, a few years since. The young- 
est of thesci being ambitious of the honour of 
his father's station in the tribe, he being dead, 
had recourse to murder* that there might be 
no competitor in his way for the sachemdom. 
He, accordmgly, watched for an opportil*«ity, 
when one of his brothers little suspected what 
was in his heart, and slew him. This was 
overlooked without any investigation. Some 
time afi^er, his murderous hand plunged a 
dagger into the breast of his surviving broth- 
er. The chiefe then resolved in council that 
this fratricide should atone for his repeated 
outrage upon the rights of humanity with bis 
own life. Tbe mother, at this juncture, be- 
ing informed of what had been decreed, went 
forward to plead for him, representing, in de^^ 
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tail, her uncommon trials, that she had buri« 
ed two husbands and many children, that this 
was the only son she had left, and entreated 
that he might not be taken from her. In 
tenderness to this old woman, whom the In- 
dians much respect, the chiefs then resolved 
that she should have, what may be called, a 
lease of her son's life, during her continuance 
in the world, with the understanding, that, 
on her decease, the sentence, already pro- 
nounced, should be carried into immediate 
execution. Two years ago, this young Rom- 
ulus was killed by some of his countrymen, 
in a drunken frolic at Squauke Hill. Few 
men or women have drunk so deep the very 
dregs from the cup of affliction, as the pitia- 
bl^iilary Jamieson. 

^From the White Woman's Tract, as the 
reservatio|i about Gauhdaou is called, we set 
our faces for Weskoi, on another reservation 
still further up the Genessee. On our way, 
we turned aside to view a great natural curi- 
osity, little frequented, and, probably, never 
before described, the falls in tlie river at Nun- 
da. With some difficulty we defended a pre- 
cipitous bank, and passed ovor a bottom to 
•le margin of the river, wher e we stood upon 
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a solid shelving rock, and looked down the 
frightful chasm. We saw before us the sheet 
of water falUng ninety-six feet upon a rocky 
bed, from which the spray rose, in a thick 
mist, and exhibited a well defined rainbow. 
Two other falls are above, and within a mile 
and a half of the one we visited. At the up- 
permost, the whole river has a perpendicular 
descent of sixty-seven feet, and, at the inter* 
mediate &11, that of one hundred and ten feet^ 
as we were credibly informed. The want of 
time, with the inconvenience of access, pre- 
vented us the gratification of beholding more 
than one of these three cataracts, which in 
time of a high rise bf water must be avrfiilly 
tremendous. 

On our route, we ascertained, that the In- 
dians of the lITeskoi. settlement were search- 
ing the woods for ginseng, for which they 
had been promised two dollars a bushel, by 

m 

a gentleman then manu&cturing the roots of 
this plant into that transparent state, in which 
they command, in China» a generous price. 
As the road into that region was of a very 
discouraging aspect, and, as it would be of 
little advantage to visit deserted huts, we took 
our direction for the Buffalo Creek abori^- 
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iial inhabitants, with whom I had engaged to 
spend a sabbath ; performing missionary la- 
bours, from place to place, among the white 
settlers, as I had done in all my peregrina- 
tions. 

On thursday) the twenty-first of Septem- 
ber, we had the pleasure of witnessing the 
operation of the Indian school, conducted by 
James Young, his lady, and Miss Low. It 
is in a midway situation between two of the 
principal villages on the Buffalo Greeks and 
was instituted under the patronage of the 
New- York Missionary Society. The house, 
lately erected, is well calculated for the de- 
signed object, and is furnished with a fine- 
toned bell of one hundred and fifty pounds 
weight. The lower story, ^vided into a 
competent number of apart|j|ents, afibrds 
comfortable accommodations for the worthy 
and indefatigable mission family. The upper 
story, consisting of one spacious room, the 
chimney being in the centre, with the fix- 
tures and appurtenances for reading, writing, 
ciphering, sewing, knittings and spinning, is 
very convenient for the complex business of 
this flourishing seminary. The building, on 
the plan of its construction, may be consid- 



ercd as a good model for sucli an aboriginal 
establishment. We were highly pleased at 
the order and decorum, which marked the 
conduct of Ibo pupils, both male and female, 
and at the proficiency thoy bad made in (he 
various branches, to which they bad attend- 
ed. The school is daily opened and closed 
with prayer, and a hymn in Seneca, which 
many of the children, of both seses, instruct- 
ed by Mr. Young, sing with great propriety, 
and exhibit a very interesting ecene. 

Dennis Kusik, son of the venerable inter- 
preter at the TuBcaiora village, near Lewis- 
ton, had recently spent considerable time at 
this place, and bad left numeroUB pieces of 
wriUng, of different hands, showing a skill in 
penmanship seldom surpassed by any one. 
He has a natural taste for drawing, and some 
of the specimens of his ingenuity in this art, 
which we had opportuity to examine, indi- 
cate a genius worthy of encouragement.* 

The sabbath school, connected with this 
establishment, deserves a special notice, and 
TfBp^^^^ '^ was out of my power to seeit. 
Ilere the little natives assemble, Ironi aab- 
■ Ha djed tin lto]laMi4 jnt eti pnlmoMrjr dlfordcr. wbkb 
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bath to sabbath, trudging through the busli- 
eS} in some instances, four or five miles, to 
the amount of eighty, to hear of heiwen and 
learn the way. There is, however, consider- 
able want of constancy in theur attendance, 
as is the case at all the aboriginal schools, 
with which I am acquainted. 

The habits of Indians militate with that 
system of confinement and application, which 
is essential to a rapid progress. While some 
parents exercise their authority and cause 
their children to profit by the privilege gratu- 
itously offered, others, feeling little anxiety 
on the subject of educatipn, suffer them to 
act as they please. Many, again, are obliged 
to keep their sons and daughters at work on 
their lands, during the summer, so that, at 
that season, not more than fifteen boys have 
attended the school, at this place, from day 
to day, and about an equal number of girls ; 
the last winter, however, the average number 
of the former was forty-five, and that of the 
latter twenty-five. 

I had an interview, this day, with ^fiUaj^^ 
now the head chief of the Senecas on this re- 
servation. I gave him, with the aid of 
XhQonas Armstrong, an account of my mis- 
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aion at Kataraugus, Tonnewanta, and 
Squauke Hill, and of the readiness, which 
many manifested in those places to listen to 
the solemn truths of religion. With a smile 
on his tawny face, which developed the grate- 
ful feelings of his heart, he replied, in this 
manner ; 

I thank the Great Spirit for giving you 
health and strength to visit your red brethren 
again. I hope the time wiU soon come^ when 
ike Indians and all people, every where ^ wiU 
umie in calUng on the name of the Lord, and 
take the way of God through Jesus Christ. 

In the evening,' we were «t the legular 
meeting of the Indians at the council house* 
where, after singing their principal tunes, I 
had opportunity to address a goodly number 
of fellow-creatures on the things* which per- 
tain to our everlasting peace. 

Tall Peter, an exemplary chief, as the peo- 
ple were about to disperse, arrested their at- 
tention by a statement he made relative to 
some one, who had been sick, and whose 
field of oats was sustaining injury for want of 
attention. He invited the men present to as- 
sist, the next day, in cutting and securing the 
oatS) to which they cheerfully acceded. Such 
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instances of kindness are frequent with the 
Senecas. 

Snow and Little Johnson took care of our 
horses on this and the former occasion? while 
we continued in the place, and would receive 
no compensation, alleging, that they wished 
they could do more for the encouragement 
of ministers, who take pains to come and in- 
struct the' Indians. ^ > 

On the sabbath, the twenty-fourth of Sep- 
tember, the council house ws^s well filled with 
the aboriginals, and,amongst them, there were 
six chiefs ; Pollard, Young King, White 
Chief, Tall Peter, Seneca White, and White 
Seneca. A few people from the village df 
Buffalo were also present. The text used, at 
this time, was from Mat. xxviii. 19, 20. 

A brief notice only, of the leading ideas 
suggested, will be attempted. I spt>ke of 
the command, which Jesus gave to his minis- 
ters, just before his ascension, to preach the 
gospel to every creature of the human race ; 
and of the promise, which has been always 
verified, of his presence with all, who faith- 
fully engage and persevere in this work, the 
most important ever delegated to man, and 
which angels would delight to perform. I 
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dwelt on the indispensable obligation upo^ 
the heralds of the cross to go forward with 
ardour in the noble cause, neither fearing 
opposition from the powers of darkness, nor 
listening to the applause of the world. Paul 
felt the weight of this solemn obligation, 
when he said, wo is me if I preach not the 
gospel. If there be a necessity, laid upon 
the teachers of reUgion by the great Head of 
the church, to inculcate the truths of redeem- 
ing love upon all the children of men, there 
must be a corresponding obligation, on their 
put, to hearken to these momentous truths. 
Jesus has pledged his veracity to be with his 
ministers to the end of the world ; but how 
shall the Indians, with their imperfect know- 
ledge, be convinced whether they, who appear 
under this name, faithfully represent the will 
of the Redeemer or not ? Do not some, from 
the darkness of their minds, who make pre- 
tensions to this character, sometimes teach 
erroneous doctrines ? The appeal must be 
to the infaUible word of God. How import- 
ant, then, that this word should be put into 
the hands and be deeply impressed upon the 
hearts of all, that they may see and judge for 
themselves. The holy Scriptures assure us. 
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ti:at faith in Jesus Christ is essential to salva- 
tion. How shall the poor Indians attun to 
this pearl of incalculable worth ? It is the 
gift of God. Here, again, we are taught, in 
the same precious volume, that faith cometh 
by hearing, and hearing by the word of God. 
To this are we directed to look for all moral 
and religious instruction, and the excellence 
of this heavenly treasure, it is the duty, the 
privilege and the honour, of the preachere of 
the gospel, continually to inculcate. Some, 
however, say that there is no occasion ibr 
preaching, that the Indians and all others 
have a light within, sufficient to guide them 
to eternal life. The language of the text, as 
I have been led to believe, implicates a di^ 
ferent idea ; otherwise, the injunction befiire 
lis would be perfectly nugatory. Furtherr 
Jesus said, except a man be born again, be 
cannot see the kingdom of God. Nicodemns 
said, how can these things be ? Jesus did 
not say to him, in reply, that he had light m£* 
ficient to inibrm him of the necessity of this 
wonderful change; but immediately pie-' 
ceeded to preach to him upon this doctrines 
setting an example, in this way, to all, wlmm 
he should see fit to appoint to the oflfee of 
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the mliHtrf' Some, they were sensibte, 
whose kindness to their fellow creatureBi 
«very where, commands respect, differ in 
s>^ntimeht from the missionuies, ^ho, occa- 
sionally visit them, as to baptism, the Lwd's 
Bopper, and singing. It was no part of my 
duty to enter intu disputations with the dif- 
ftrent denominations of christians i < my field 
of labour ; but 1 should be unfaithful to my 
Lord and Master, not to urge the instructions 
of his holy word, according to my best un- 
derstau'iing. He has directed hia ministers 
to preach the gospel to every rational crea< 
ture, whether they will hear or forbear, and 
to baptize all, who believe, in the namd of the 
Father, the Son. and the Holy Ghost. His 
command, the very evening in which be was 
betrayed, was, to commemorate his death, in 
his appointed way, till his second appearing. 
We have scripture authority, and there can 
be none higher, for speaking to ourselves in 
psalms, and hymns, and spiritual songs, sing- 
ing and making melody in our hearts to the 
Lord. If convinced that the Bible contains 
the word of God, we must repair to its so- 
lemn and interesthtg truths, as the man of 
i 2 
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our counsel, the guide of our life, and the 
source of all our hope. 

The close of my address consisted in an 
exhortation to daily prayer, so often enforced, 
by precept and example, in sacred writ. I re- 
marked) that it was gratifying to the people 
of God to learuf that a goodly number of the 
Indians had been long in the habit of offering 
up their petitions in secret to that Being, who 
is perfectly acquainted with all our actions, 
words, and thoughts ; and that some of them 
could lead in the devotions of their public as- 
semblies ; but, that I had reason to fear, that 
none of them tendered the family morning 
and evening sacrifice of prayer and praise. 
I spoke of the importance of this duty^ and of 
the happy effects it was calculated to have 
upon their domestic circles ; and of the re- 
markable attention given to it by many hun- 
dreds of their christian brethren, in formed 
times, among the eastern Indian tribes ; and 
finally added, that God had declared, by one 
of his inspired ministers, that his fury should 
be poured out on the families* that call not on 
his name. 

After a short intermission, the religious ex- 
ercises were renewed, and Mr. Hyde contin* 
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ued the train of thought, in a plain, pertinent, 
and happy, manner. The greatest decorum 
marked the behaviour of the numerous audi- 
ence. The attention of aU was very gratify* 
ingv and the singing of the tawny choir would 
have delighted any one, who feels an interest 
in the spiritual welfare of these aboriginal de- 
scendants, who seem to be just emerging out 
of pagan darkness into the glorious Ugfat of 
the gospel. Tall Peter and Seneca White 
closed the two meetings with prayer. The 
latter, in a speech of some length, recurred 
to the leading topics of discourse, urging 
with his own arguments their importance, 
and, particularly, what had been offered in 
reference to the duty of family worship. 

On the following day, we took our depart- 
ure from this reservation, and our leave of 
the faithful labourer in thb vineyard, Mr. 
Hyde, his worthy consort, and family. It is 
truly grateful to witness the wonderful appa- 
rent alteration for good, both temporal and 
spiritual, which has taken place among the 
aborigines of this region, since my mission in 
1818. This is to be attributed, in no small 
degree, under providence, to the edifying ex- 
ample of the mission family, and to the reite- 
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rated christiaii instructions of that man of 
God, who, at times « almost overwhelmed 
with difficulties^ which I have not time to un-* 
fold, has persevered, passing by good report 
and evil report, aiming at the interest, hon- 
our, and glory of his divine Master, by exert- 
ing> for a series of years, his best talents in 
the best of causes ; and who has now the 
heart-cheering comfort and joy, from the pre- 
sent aspect of his charge, of anticipating 
what God will shortly do for the salvation of 
this long benighted and too long neglected 
people. He has acquired much of the dia- 
lect of the Senecas, by his intercourse with 
them and by the aid of Thomas Armstrong, 
for several years an inmate in his family, his 
able interpreter, whose kind services repeat- 
edly afforded I have to acknowledge, and who 
is his assistant in translating select portions 
of the book, of God. It is highly important 
that Mr. Hyde should be encouraged in his 
labours to fiimish this people with the words 
of eternal life. 

It is worthy of special remark, that the 
families of the christian party, in the course 
of the two last years, have cleared more land, 
made more enclosures, and raised mose grain ^ 
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than they had ever done before in five times 
that period. Last year, they had a thousand 
bushels of corn more than their exigencies 
required. In former seasons, they would 
have suffered for want of- bread, but for the 
contributions of the lenevolent among their 
white brethren. In a moral and religious 
point of view the alteration is equally great) 
and must animate those individuals and soci* 
ties heretofore pitying, andi in the spirit of 
the gospel, exerting themselves to give them 
the light and the comfort of the truth, to per* 
severe, and not to be weary in well doing. 

We took our course through Isshua and 
Big Valley to the reservation on the Alle* 
ghany river. The improvements and popu* 
lation of the western counties, in New-York» 
have increased with astonishing rapidity since 
my first visit to those regions in 1817. 

As we were entering the last mention^ 
Indian territoryi I was severely threatened 
with the prevailing fever, and with difficulty 
could I proceed, yet daily travelled, except 
on the sabbath, which we spent at Warren, 
till we arrived at Meadville. 

On thursday, the twenty-ninth of Septem- 
ber, we once more visited the hospitable man- 
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sion of Jonathan Thomas, on the Tunesassahv 
a small mill-stream, which enters the Alle- 
>• ghany below Cold 'Spring, which is called, in 
J the language of the natives , TeyunekoneYU. 
7 Here we had a cordial reception, us I have 
had, repeatedly, in times past. Joseph Elk- 
inton, who* for several years previously to the 
council of June, 1819, had diligently and suc- 
cessfully taught the school at Cold Spring, 
had recently arrived from Philadelphia with 
a respectable deputation from the Society of 
Friends in that city. 

Mr. Thomas, with the characteristic love 
and good will of the Friends, has long exert- 
ed his talents and influence to promote a re- 
gard to morals among the natives of his vi- 
cinity. By his mild and amiable deportment, 
by his example and counsel, and by his many 
offices of benevolence, much good has been 
done to this aboriginal people. ' His patience, 
however, has been often tried, by the ig- 
norance of all, by the obstinacy of some, and 
by the jealousy of many Indeed, the latter 
trait in the Indian character wiU probably be 
the last to yield 'to any culture, which christ- 
ian philanthropy may attempt. It seems a 
tiling almost impossible to convince the na- 
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lives of the wilderness that white people have 
no selfish purposes in their endeavours to 
meliorate their temporal and spiritual condi- 
tion. Much allowance, however, ought to 
be made in apology for their jealous appre- 
hensipnSf when it is considered how often, 
and ijQ how many different ways, they have 
been wronged, in the most abominable man- 
ner, by the vile and unprincipled among the 
white people. 

Last year, I had the pleasure of spending a 
little time at this place. It was soon afler- 
the noted council of June. Blacksnake ? a 
chief, who had ever been a friend to Mr. Elk- 
inton's schooli was carried away by the influ- 
ence of R^d Jacket , and returned with the 
resolution to aboHsh it. A council was as- 
sembled, at which I was present. Black- 
snake entered into a full statement of his 
fears, as to the result of all the kindness the 
Indians had ever experienced from the 
Friends, represeiAing that so much could not 
be done for them without the expectation of 
some future remuneration, and that, perhaps, 
in the issue, they would be driven from their 
lands ihto the woods, far towards the settmg 
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sun. Mr. Thomaa replied by giving an in- 
duction of particulars. 

When the Friends first undertook to instruct 
the Indians of that reservation in agricuItDre, 
various mechanical employments, and to 
ready write, and cipher, iVIr. Thomas the 
superintendant, with his family, occupied a 
tract of their land. He made an extensive 
clearings enclosed it with a good fence, and 
V put it into a'^tate of high cultivation, that 
the natives might see of what their territory 
was capable. When the place at Tunesas- 
sah, adjoiqing their reservation, was bought 
by the Society of Friends, Mr. Thomas re- 
moved) leaving in good order the buildings 
and all the improvements he had^inade for 
the use of the Indians, without asking any 
compensation. • Nothing had been requested 
for the numerous implements of husbandi^ 
and the various tools necessary in the several 
mechanical exercises, to which they were now 
become accustomed, and never would be. 
Could they not believe him ? Had he ever 
deceived them in any one thing ? Blacksnake 
had expressed a willingness that the school 
should be continued near their landi and that 
those, who w^re disposed to send their chil- 



r 



133 

<ktea, should do bo Btill ; but bia \vish was, 
that every oufi should pay for the tuition of 
the pupils he might fumish. Mr. Thomas 
replied, that it was perfectly agreeable to 
him, that any of the Indians, who chose, 
should psy for the schooling ; but stated 
that, some years befare, when the chieSi in- 
sisted on it, such was their importunity, and 
such their gratitude for the kindness of the 
Friends, he had accepted twenty dollars of 
the money from their annual public grant; 
and what use did he malce ofit? He shortly 
after added forty dollars to the sum, bought 
a fine yoke of oxen, and presented thsm to 
the Indians. Blacksnake said that he knew 
all this to be true. Well, said Mr. Thomas, 
I will now tell you what 1 shall do with the 
school money you or any others may please 
to pay. It shall all be laid out in books, 
paper, slates, and pencils, and given to the 
pupils of the school. Mr. Elkinton told 
them that the garden, which, at bia leiBure, 
he had cleared and fenced, and which was 
very productive as well as beautiful, would 
also be left for the use of the Indians, without 
the expectation or the wish of any reward. 
By the time the buuness of the council 
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was brought to a close* this chief seemed to 
thiok it was best to let the school proceed as 
usual. It has, however, been suspended for a 
while, but, in all probability* will be soon re- 
newed. . The children of the school were 
much attached to their teacher, who, by a ju- 
dicious management, has led them on to im- 
portant acquisitions. He offered, on the pub- 
lication and introduction of Mr. Hyde's little 
books, sixpence to every one, who should 
learn and repeat the Lord's prayer in Seneca 
and English. The proffered premium had the 
desired effect. The children were encouraged 
to write letters, which they generally addres- 
sed to their preceptor or Mr. Thomas. Many 
of these pieces of English composition* from 
the young aboriginals, were presented to me, 
which it would gratify you to inspect. 

I was too unwell to attempt to address the 
Indians, here, even if an opportunity had 
been afforded. We passed down the Alle- 
ghany, calling at several of the cabins, by the 
way, tiU we arrived at Jennesadaga, where I 
hoped to have had an interview with Cora* 
planter. He was not at home ; yet we had 
particular information as to the present state 
of his mind. In my last communication, I 
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g&ve you Bome account of his mental derange- 
nent. Tbi> has, unhappily, continued to the 
present period, to a certain extent, and he 
seenu to have lost, even in his most lucid in- 
tervals, bis former impressions, which be fau 
often expressed in the stronj^st language, in 
reference to the truth, the excellence, and the 
importance of the christian teligion. All 
liis repreaentations, for nearly two years, have 
been in favour of the ancient ahoriginal mode 
of worship. Hence, the pagan party, on Buf- 
falo (.'reek, not long since, sent for him to a 
council, thinking to strengthen their cause bf 
the aid of one, who had been, formerly, the 
most popular and influential chief in the Se- 
neca tribe. He readily attended, and en- 
deavoured, by an address, to prop their totter- 
ing system ; but, the powers of bis mind were 
evidently, so impaired, that no notice was- 
taken of his speech. 

While we regret the situalion of the once 
venerable, thoughtfiil, and, aeemingly, not 
onfy ahnost persuaded, noble spirited Kiend- 
twohke, and the cloud, which still hangs over 
one half of his tribe, there is great reasMi to 
rqoice at the smiles of heaven, whieb, at 
length, are be^nning tobeami with ^adsome 
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rays, upon this long neglected people. God, 
in the wisdom of his providence, has prepared 
the way for tendering the blessing of religion, 
pure and undefiled, to all the territories of the 
Senecas. 

A few years since, no missionary could 
have had the sanction of the chie& for de- 
livering the messages of grace. Now, there 
is, not only a willingness in a majority of 
these chiefs, but an eagerness, an anxiety, to 
hear and to understand the words of etemed 
life. Some have been under deep convic* 
tions ; and a few, it is conceived, have chosen 
that good part, like Mary o9 old, which will 
never be taken from them. 

Soon may we expect to see churches or- 
ganized, and the ordinances of the gOBpel 
duly administered, in a region, which the 
prince of darkness has ever claimed^ and the 
present opposition gradually subsidmg till all 
these tawny sons of the forest shall flock to 
the standard of the cross This happy period, 
to judge from the signs of the times, is fast ap- 
proaching. The angel, now in the midst of 
heaven, having the everlasting gospel to preach 
to every nation, kindred, and tongue, will 
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shortly reach his utmost bounds ; and, soon^. 
will the pitiable savages of every clime com- 
mence the everlasting song of redeeming 
love. 

Your respectful brother in the gospel, etc. 
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LETTER V. 

Addressed to the Rev. Abvel HolmeSy D.D. 
^^ LL.D.y etc. 

City of New-Tork, 8th June, 18S7« 
BEV. AITD DEAR SIR, 

After the lapse of several years, I re- 
sume my pen, in order, to offer a few miscel- 
laneous statements in reference to those abo- 
riginal inhabitants of Pennsylvania and New- 
York, who 'were the subject of former coio- 
munications. 

As Cornplanter , who is known, among his 
people, by the name of Kiendtwohke . and, 
sometimes* by that of Nonuh, although, in 
common conversation, usually, addressed by 
the respectful title of Shinnewaunah, has 
been a prominent and interesting topic of re- 
mark, in times past, it will, no doubt, afford 
you gratification, to receive an additional ac- 
count of this celebrated Seneca chief, though 
sorrow, for the present state of his mind. 

I had the opportunity, which I cheerfully 
embraced, to make him a visit, in a recent 



a to Jennesadaga, and t)ic AUegliaiiy 
reservation. I found him in good licaltli, ap- 
parently 'giaA to see me, and, for a man of 
about eighty-foui years of age. active and in- 
telligent, in the management of bia secular 
ceneeras; jeti evidently, to a certain extent, 
under some derangement of intellect, as may 
be inferred from the subsequent detail. 

On former occasions, [ delighted to forward 
you and other frienils of tht poor, long neg- 
lected, and pitiable, descendants of that noble 
race af mortals, who first possessed this 
goodly heritage, such documents, as induced 
the heart-cheering expectation, that tjorn- 
planter was destined, in the overtures of di- 
vine mercy, to become a champion of the 
cioss. The ways of Providence are dark and 
intricate. Our hrighcst hopes are, some- 
times, blighted in the bud ; yet tlie Lord 
reigneth, and we shall licreaflcr perceive tlic 
wisdom of bis measures, in those present mys- 
terious dispeiwations, in the contemplation of 
which, we are often tempted to exclaim, like 
the good old patriarch, Jacob, " all these 
tldnga are against" us. 

In recalling your attention to this onco 
noble spiritedandseeminglymoro than almost 
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persuaded cbief» it is a matter of regret, in 
our limited apprehension) that all his former 
views, to me and others repeatedly and ener* 
getically expressed, on the importance of the 
christian religion and of the education of the 
youths in his tribe, are entirely altered. He 
seems to have re-adopted his early opinioosi 
whidb for a length of time, were magnani- 
mously abandoned, and to be settled down un- 
der the idea, that, although the gospel maybe 
suitable for the white population, the religion 
taught him and his red brethren and fiitbers, 
as he supposes, by Nauwenneyu, or the Great 
Spirit, is the best adapted to the circumstan- 
ces and character of Indians. He endea- 
vours to enforce his present sentiments, yet 
with little avail, by an appeal to certain in- 
structions* which, as he constantly asserts, he 
has received, from time to time, for five or 
six years, by the instrumentality of an audible 
voice, from some invisible being, and whose 
mandates, as he considers it his duty, he is 
determined to obey. These instructions he 
is commanded, by their author, to impart for 
the good of his people. If faithful in execut- 
ing the requirements of the office assigned 
him, he is assured by the same unseen speak- 
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er, whom he beheves to be the Great Spirit, 
^hat ten years shall be added to his life, as a 
temporal reward. 

The lessons he is durected to inculcate « so 
far as they relate to an interdiction of intoxi- 
cating liquors and of various immoral practi- 
ces, are in harmony with what his late half 
brpther^ the prophet, as the Indians fityled 
himi diligently taught, in the latter part of his 
life ; and, if duly observed, would be attend-' 
ed with a very salutary effect It would bo 
well if all these vocal revelations were of an 
equally beneficial import. Unhappily, -how- 
ever, so far as his influence may extend, this 
aged chief represents the Great Spirit as de- 
claring, in these extraordinary communica- 
tions, that Indians have no occasion to keep 
the sabbath and that this institution is de- 
signed exclusively for the white people. 

At one time* he was told by the oracular 
or supernatural voice, that he had been a great 
warriour, but that now, as he was advanced 
^ far into the vale of years, it was time to lay 
aside every thing calculated to excite ideas of 
war ; and that there were several things in his 
house, which, to this end, he must destroy, 
that he might have nothing, in the way, to 
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prevent him firom studying and promotiiig tbe 
blessings of peace. The Great Spirit, he 
says, specified, for his definite informatioii, a 
gwordf which General Washington gave him ; 
a gold laced hat, which was a donation from 
Governour Mifflin ; also, a French flag and a 
superb belt of wampum, trophies of valoun 
which had been retained, for several genera* 
tions, in honour of some of his wife's ances* 
tors, who won them in battle, perhaps, two 
hundred years ago. 

Cprnplanter , conscientiously regarding the 
injunction, made a large log heap^ put the 
sword upon it, set fire to it, early in the morn- 
ing, and stood by it, all day, till the pile was 
reduced to ashes, and' of that venerated im- 
plement of war scarcely a relic remained. At 
other times, he committed to the flames the 
gold laced hat, the French flag, and the belt 
of wampum, which with the sword were once, 
in his estimation, thq most precious articles in 
his cabinet. 

Several years since, ^ornplanter sent te 
Kataraugus for Henry York to coine and in- 
terpret his communications from the Great 
Spirit, with a view to their publication. They 
were accordingly interpreted, and committed 
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to writing ; but his friends have not encourag- 
ed their impression. I saw the manuscript 
and hastily examined its contents. 

It commences abruptly with an account of 
the origin of the human race. A man is said 
to have dug a hole through the upper world 
and to have compelled a woman to sit on its 
margin vrith her feet suspended in it. The 
man then went behind her, gave her a kick, 
and she fell through to this lower world. 
The birds, witnessing the descent of this 
heavenly stranger, flew to her aid, or she would 
have fallen into a lake. In process of time, 
she had two children, and, when arrived at old 
age, told them that she should die, and de- 
signated the spot, where they were directed 
to bury her. From her grave, white corn, 
squashes, ground nuts, and tobacco, grew. 
These, Cornplanter says, were not brought 
over the big water by white men. 

The above statement, whether founded on 
some aboriginal tradition, or a supposed com- 
munication made to Cornplanter, I did not 
fully understand, as bis manuscript book con- 
tains notices of what the voice has declared, 
confusedly intermixed with an historical ac- 
count of some of the incidents of his life his 
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reflections on the ill treatment the Indians have 
received from the British and the people of 
the United States, and certain other matters. 
Among the things recorded this is probably 
worthy of belief; that, in the course of his 
life, he has killed, with his own hand, seven 
men, and taken three prisoners, whom he did 
not destroy. 

As a farther evidence of some mental dis- 
order, this noted chief made a speech, of 
considerable length, at a late council, when^ 
instead of delivering it, in his accustomed 
manner, he sung it, from the beginninj^ to 
the end, in a tune of his own invention, to the 
great amusement and astonishment of his 
hearers. At the close of this musical perfor- 
mance, he gravely stated, that the Great Spirit 
had commanded him, for the future, to sing 
all his speeches. 

The following anecdote is honorary to his 
character. He has often related it, showing 
much satisfaction in speaking and reflecting 
on the hazardous and benevolent exploit he 
performed. 

At a certain period of the revolutionary 
war, pornplanter ascertained that his father, 
•^vhom he had not seen for many years, had 
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fallen into the hands of an enemy, and was to 
be put to death. At the imminent hazard of 
his own life) he rushed into the midst of the 
sa?age foe, with wonderful prowess and 
strength) rescued his father from the ven- 
geance of the tommahauk and scalping-knife , 
conducted him, in haste, a considerable dis- 
tance, from the Indian camp, made himsel f 
known to him as his son, told him that he 
could proceed with him no further — that he 
could do nothing more for him, and that, if he 
fled, in a certain direction, with the utmost 
speed, he might possibly escape, as he actual- 
ly did, with his life. 

Perhaps you may think that I have written 
too much of this hero of the forest. • The 
past celebrity of his character is the only 
apology I offer. 

C prnplanter, once the terrour of his ene- 
mies and the glory of his tribe ; at a subse- 
quent period, in the full exercise of his strong 
mental powers, nobly exerting himself for a 
knowledge of religious truth, and cordially 
yielding to its dictates, so far as brought to 
his understanding, seemed, for a season, to be 
destined, in providence, to become a burn- 
ing and a shining light to his pepple ; but the 
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allwise God has been pleased to frustrate tlie 
expectations of the christian community^ and 
is suffering his sun to go down in a cloud. 

I will add a brief notice of the school, once 
instituted at Jennesadaga, repeatedly men- 
tioned in former letters, and pass to more 
grateful scenes. This school, for several 
years, an object of no small interest to Corn- 
planter, to other intelligent Indians, and to its 
benevolent patrons, and which was instru- 
mental of good to its pupils, was abandoned 
by the Western Missionary Society, soon after 
the partial derangement of that chief, at whose 
suggestion and importunity, it was first estab- 
lished. The worthy Samuel Oldham, its pre- 
ceptor, the influence of whose godly example 
and instructions will not be forgotten, return- 
ed to his paternal plantation, in a part of Vir- 
ginia not far from Wheeling, wherci in.«jF^ua- 
ry of the current year, he sweetly closed his 
pilgrimage in the believer's hope. ** Blessed 
are the dead who die in the Lord." 

I once more became a sojourner in the 
cabin of Peter Kraus, whose family, by inter- 
marriages, at present, amounts to about tw^- 
ty. In his neighbourhood are-several natives, 
who are an^ously seeking the kingdom of 
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heaven. In difierent parts of the Alleghany 
Indian reservation there is an unusual religi- 
ous excitement. A few months since, a large 
aboriginal assembly was convened to hear the 
Rev. Mr. Harris, of Seneca, whose preach- 
ing was with uncommon acceptance and 
happy effisct. At his next visit, some of the • 
tawny natives are expected to make an open 
profession of their faith, to be baptized, and 
to enter into covenant engagements. 

In the parts, to which I repaired, many 
Indians are desirous of building a meeting- 
houset of competent dimensions, in a situa- 
tion, to acQommodate the inhabitants of 
Cold Spring and those in the settlements near 
Peter Kraus, and the white people in the vici- 
nity ; that they may enjoy the preached word, 
from sabbath to sabbath ; and that they may 
be instructed in all things pertaining to the 
well being of christian society. Some of 
them abo said, that they would cheerfully do 
their part for the support of a faithfiil niinis- 
ter, who shooid reside among them for their 
spiritual benefit. While they express a grate- 
ful sense of the early and long continued 
kindness^ which they have experi^iced from 
the Society of Friends, they feel an ardent de- 
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sire for such public religious instruction and 
for the enjojonent of such special ordinances 
of the gospel, as that Society do not think it 
their duty, with their peculiar tiews, to en- 
courage. 

Were it not for the influence of Blacky 
snake, a pagan chief on this reservation^ 
there is much reason to conclude, that many 
of the pagan party would desert their stand-> 
ard for that of the christian. It is worthy of 
remark, that his eldest son, one pagan chief* 
and several others, heretofore hostile to the 
christian party, have, within a few weeks, 
avowedly espoused their cause. In this way, 
inroads are continually made upon the strong 
holds of Satan. 

The Society of Friends persevere in their 
labours of love for the amelioration of the 
condition of the aboriginal natives. To pre- 
clude all occasion of offence, they have relin-' 
quished the school-house at the village of 
Cold Spring, and have erected one on their 
own premises. The Indians have built a 
cabin near it, where their children can board) 
as convenience may dictate, while attending 
the assiduous instructions of the kind heart- 
ed Joseph Elkinton. The Friends have also, 
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commendably, established a working school 
' for the exclufiive benefit of young females, 
who afe taught, by a matron, to sew, knit, 
spin, and weave. 

In my tours, firom one aboriginal settlement 
to another, which, of late have been princi- 
pally with the design of ascertaining ihe pre- 
sent condition of this interesting people, you 
would think me guilty of inexcusable neglect, 
not to have paid my respects to the Cicero of 
the lake region, whose expressive aboriginal 
cognomen is Sogweewautau, known, far and 
wide, by the name of Red Jacket. 

Last year, while on a certain peregrination, 
I had an interview, at Buffalo, with this 
shrewd opposer of missions and of all, who 
are attempting to drive the Indians far. into 
the western woods. By the aid of Captain 
Jones, firom the vicinity of Squauke Hill, a 
distinguished interpreter of the Seneca lan- 
guage, I inquired whether his views of the 
christian religion were not become more fa- 
vourable, tlian in times past ? As soon as 
he understood my question, he replied with 
great firmness and decision and some feeling, 
looking me, contrary to the general practice 
of Indians, full in the face, his bfack piercing 
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eyes seemingly flashing with indignation, 
th€U they were not; that he had reflected much 
on the subject; that he had made up his 
mind ; that he believed the morals cf the In- 
dians to be far worse in consequence of the 
white peaple ; and that he did not wish to taik 
any more about it. 

Within a few weeks, Red Jacket's wife 
has been brought under deep and pungent 
convictions, and she is anxiously inquiring 
what she shall do to be saved. This cele- 
brated pagan chief is extremely angrj with 
her, on this account, and declares that he 
will never live with her again. 

I spent the last sabbath in April of the 
present year, on my way to this city, wiih 
the pious and indefatigable mission family at 
Seneca. Here, as was formerly anticipated, 
a christian church has been gathered from 
those, who, a few years since, were in the 
darkness of heathenism. It consists of four- 
teen members, who are adorning their pro- 
fession by a holy walk and conversation, 
with a fair prospect of further accessions to 
their number. 

The school, under constant affectionate 
watch and instruction, consisting of nearly 
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sixty youths, about one third of whom arc 
females, is a most interesting object. In ad- 
dition to a daily attendance upon religious 
exercises and the common duties of the 
school, agricultural employments are pursued, 
at intervals, by the male, as are various im- 
portant domestic concerns, by the female^ 
part of the pupils. They are all neatly 
clothed, comfortably fed, and diligently 
taught ; and they exhibit marks of content- 
ment, happinesS) and flattering improvement. 
The Holy Spirit has been among them, and 
there are, already, indications, that some of 
these are to become the Aiture heralds of sal- 
vation to their tribe. 

I here, providentially, met with the Rev. 
Mr. Hyde, frequently mentioned in my for- 
mer communications to you. He was ordained> 
several years ago, and has been diligently 
labouring in vacant congregations of white 
people in sundry parts of the gospel vine- 
yard ; but neither forgets, nor is forgotten by, 
the Senecas, who were first led, under the 
great Head of the Church, by his instructions 
and example, to an acknowledgment of the 
truth. The seven hymns, in Seneca, which 
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he composed and published, have been siuig, 
seven years, and the chiefs, having requested 
him to enlarge their number, are much gra- 
tified by his recent prompt attention to their 
wishes. With his knowledge and the aid of 
which he can avail himself, he might soon 
translate, at least, one of the gospels into the 
Seneca dialect. This would be very useful 
among about two thousand seven hundred 
aboriginal inhabitants. If the means for his 
support could be provided, he would be an 
important coadjutor in this missionary estab- 
lishment. The harvest is great and the la- 
bourers are few. One minister cannot satisfy 
the desires of all, who are longing for reU- 
gious instruction in the numerous villages 
, scattered over such a wide extent of country. 
If he were to devote a part of his time to 
ministerial labours in those portions of the 
tribe, which Mr. Harris, with his constant 
cares, can but seldom visit, and a part of it 
to translating select portions of scripture, he 
would have opportunity for rendering essen- 
tia] service to the spiritual interests of a peo- 
ple, who are, more than ever, awake to the 
importance of the christian religion. 
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1 will now offer an historical fact, showing 
the utility of hieroglyphical representations 
in arresting the attention of people in an ig- 
norant heathen state, and bring this commu* 
nication to a close. 

A copper plate engravings exhibiting a 
human heart, replete with figures of hateful 
insects and serpents, published by Mrs. Si- 
mon, a christian Jewess, to give an idea of 
the hateful disposition of an unrenewed heart, 
was lately shown, by a missionary of this sta- 
tion, to a woman of the pagan party. By 
aid of these noxious creatures, thus delineat- 
ed, she was taught the natural awful deprav- 
ity of every child of Adam, and the sad work- 
ings of an unsanctified heart, that fountain of 
corruption. When she had carefully at- 
tended to the familiar, apposite, and intelli- 
gible, explanation given, she said that this 
was an exact description of her heart. She 
was deeply affected, and brought to convic- 
tinbs, which, in due time, issued in hopeful 
conversion. 

A further notice from my pen, relative to 
those aboriginal inhabitants) who have so 
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often been a subject of my animadveruonr ia 
inexpedient, as the active superintoodant of 
their spiritual concerns faithfully forwards, 
from time to time, to the American Board 
of Missions, under which he acts, statements* 
which gladden the people of (jod, and are 
published in the Missionary Herald, a work, 
which ought to be read in every habitation, 
throughout the United States, for the early, 
authentic, interesting, and important, reli- 
gious intelligence it contains. 

The signs of the times, rapidly multiplying 
upon us, indicate, with a heart-cheering pre- 
cision, that the happier era, of which inspired 
men oflen spoke, and for which saints have 
daily sighed and prayed, is, at length, actu- 
ally beginning to dawn upon the world. Our 
missionaries, fired with the zeal of the primi- 
tive disciples of Jesus, are penetrating into 
the bosom of the American desert — into the 
islands of the western ocean — into the domi- 
nions of the modern Moloch — and into the 
land of the patriarchs and prophets, every 
where, erecting the standard of the cross. 
Alleluia ! the Lord God omnipotent reigneth. 
All Christendom is roused from her slumbers ; 
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and the nations, which slept in the darkness 
of death, are awaking to the glimmers of that 
heaven-born light, which^ like the bright and 
morning star, is the precursor of a glorious 
day — soon to burst upon the world. 

Tour respectful brother in the gospeU 

TIMOTHY ALDEN. 
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APPENDIX. 



NOTE A. 

The following lines, inscribed by the Rev. Tim- 
othy Alden, of Yarmouth in Massachusetts, to his 
eldest son, 27 June, 1826, are deemed worthy 
of preservation, from the circumstance, that their 
Author entered the ninetieth year of his age, on 
the 5th of the preceding December. 

May the young branch,* to parents g^yen, 
Be spared, and raised an heir of heaven. 

May other branches, each, be led 

In wisdora^s peaceful paths to tread. 
May you, the parents, grace possessing, 
With all your oflTspring, be a blessing. 

My oflspring all, of every grade, 

Seek the diviiM and needful aid. 

* c. A. G. M. A. 
o 



158 

Strive to gain the hqppy prize—- 
lo all your steps be just aud wise. 
May every blessings serve to raise 
A sacred song of joy and praise. 
May heavenly smiles your life attend, 
And heavenly bliss, when time shall end. 
In these few lines Pli not neglcK^t 
To bear in mind, with due respect. 
The matron dear.* who claims a place 
With those, who do thy mansion grace* 
May she in peace and virtue shine, 
And dwell with Grod in love divine- 
Receive from offspring due regard. 
And share with them Heaven^s kind reward. 



NOTE B. 

The following are the principal aboriginal ap- 
pellative and other words which occur in the pre- 
ceding pages, and are written with as much pre- 
cision as circumstances would admit An inter- 
pretation is added with occasional remarks. . 

K58h'-e-nah' te-a-gunk" ; the pface where much 
broken straw and other drift stuff are accumulaied 
together. This is the name, which was given by 
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the tawDf natires to the rapid atream, in Warrea 
couDtj, one of the beet in PennsjlTaaia for iniUj 
BsatE, which empties iato AUegbanj rirer, on its 
weiterii side, at a beautifal prairie beloDgiog to 
Geitera) Callender Irriue of Philatlelpbia. Itii 
noir knoiTD b; the name of Brakenilraw, 

Cbaud-daok'-tra, usually but inaccuratelj, writ- 
ten ChalaDque. The former mode exhibits tbe 
woid as proDOiiDced by Coraplaoter, whose aa- 
tbority, io SeDeua,iiiay becoosidered as pBramount 
to that of Walker, in Enelisb. Tbe tradition 
among tbe Seneca lodiaus is, that, when their an- 
ceslora first came to tbe margin of this lake> 
which ia eigfateeo miles in leag^b, bad spread their 
buffalo and their bearer, and bad reclined (beir 
wearj limbs for the night, tb^y were roused bj a 
tTemendoas wind, wbicb, suddenlji and uneipecl- 
edlj, broofbt the waTCb upon the shore, to the 
jeopai-dy of their iives. It was probably such « 
tornado, as, occasionally uprooting, fells tbe sln^ 
diest trees of the wildemees, wbererer it strikes. 
The raraf^ of semll snob are noticeable on the 
■well <rf land south of lake Erie, in reins of vast 
length, and some of them hare unquestioaable 
marks of great autiquitv. Tbe aborigioal history. 
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as banded down from father to son, further repre- 
sents, that, in the confusion of the scene, a little 
child iras swept away by the surs:e beyond the pos- 
sibility of recovery. Hence, the name of the lake 
is Chauddaukwa ; the radix, from which this is 
formed, signifying a Mfd. The two first syllables 
of this word are long, and the consonant, at the 
end of each, is to be distinctly sounded. [See the 
Author^s Aboriginal^ Num. V. AUeg. Mag. Nor. 
1816.] 

Ki-end-tw5h'-ke ; the planter. Notwithstand- 
ing the literal meaning of the word, this venerable 
chief, by long usage, is called Complanter. He is 
also known in his tribe by the name of 

No-nQh' ; the thoughtful or contemplative. 

Jtn'-n6-sta"-j€. A clei^man is designated by 
this term, because he appears in a black garb. 

J£n'-ne-8a-da''-g& ; burnt housee. Complant6r% 
Tillage is so called, because it was once destroyed 
by fire. The word makes a good dactyle and 
spondee, prosodial feet, which abound in Seneca. 

Wen-dung-giih''.tfth ; he U Juti gone by. 

KIn-jO Flats ; fish flats. 

Alleghany is the name, in the language of the 
Delaware Indians, g^ven to one of those nearlj: 
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parallel mountainous ridges, which stretch through 
the Bouthero and middle states, and signifies, as 
the late learned occidental scholar, Benjamin 
Smith Barton, M.D. informed the author, not long 
before his death, the great war path. This sab- 
lime rampart of nature, reaching to the clouds, 
was, a| may be well supposed, like the wall of 
China to the inhabitants of that empire in refer- 
ence to the Tartar hordes, an important barrier 
between the warlike natives of the Atlantic and 
those of the western rcjgions. [See AborigintUy 
Num. VI.] 

The majestic stream, known by the name of the' 
Alleghany, had this appellation given to it by 
the white inhabitants. The Senecas, as in for- 
mer times, so at the present day, always call it 
O-he^-yo, which, in their langifage, signifies the 
handsome river. They make but one river of that 
and the Ohio. 

Aa-neh'-y^h; the tall one. 

Squish'-ILn-Mdh'-.tdh ; bald hUlJUU. 

N'ye.uch"-gaa Kas-kdng'-shft-de. This is the 
name, which Henry Obeal gave the author for the 
Niagara Falls, the latter word signifying broken 

water. It is impossible to write with correctness 

o 2 f ^ ■ t 
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Uie former word in Englisk characters. In the 
first syllable there is a slight sound of the letter n. 
The second ends, in this example, with the Ger- 
man cA. Thin however in the German alphabet is 
a guttural The Senecas in this syllable, as in 
many words of their language, have a sound, which 
may be called a pectoral^ and must be learned 
vtea voce. 

Sd-gwe'-€'-wau''-toh ; he is wide awake^ wnd 
keeps every body else awake^ a very appropriate 
name for the Cicero of the west. His English 
appellation had its origin from the circumstance of 
his wearing, when a child, a redjctcket, 

T5n'-ng-w&n"-ta ; stoiftnmning water. If the 
last syllable be written, as it is, sometimes, with a 
J, this letter must have its softest sound, approxi- 
mating to that of <, and hardly distinguishable 

from it. 

Gds'-kiik-ke-wau'-nau Kon'-ne di''-e-yQ. This 
is the lofty-sounding name, by which the prophet, 
so called, Complanter's half brother, was knowa 
and is interpreted — a large beautiful lake. 

Ki-at-ta'-e-6 ; hanging bodies. 

Kli-s!-&-des'-tah ; haU the party. 
( K6h'-kiin-de-noi"ya; eels are there. 
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This noted [Ddiaa died, in the neighlMmrbaad 
Peter Eraui, at the nDcommon ege of atxiat one 
bnodred tind five jea.ra. 

Nau-ireD-nfl"-yD ; tbe tem) hj trhicb the Sn- 
preioe Being ii desig-nated, usuall;, thuugb not de- 
fiuitelf, rendered bj — the Oreat Spirit. 

Kaa-kao-ged'-dfl ifiymg crow. 

Tn'-ae-6"-w& : lomething like a tplU blanket. ' 

Gaub-da-ou' 1 clayey bank. The ^ in thia local 
appellative baa its aolteHt sound, neari; like that 
oft. 

jQ-nls'-Be"-y6 ; pUatant day. The peeolt has 
the prolonged accent. From thii ori^nalia Qie 
Anglicized — OateiMt. 

KAn-Doh-ben'-tou-we ; htviUnginthtfire' 

TQ-nfl-afi^B&h ; aplaceofpMtet. 

T«-y(i'-n«-k6-ne"yfl ! ColdSprmg. Tbepennl- 
timate of tUe meloJjonB appellative is to be pro- 
nounced vith what may be pertinentlj called — tKe 
Seneca charaeUrUHe drouJJn; accent, as murt be 
many mrda in this mellifluent dialect. 

A« a farther specimen of aboriginal names, the 
foUowinf , irhich are foond at Taonewanta, are ad- 
dad, with an interpretation. 

Han-^ib-ntlt ; a name Anowi. 
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Twea-un-ga-ikd ; araUedvoice, 

No-wauD-g^-tQ ; a carrying itream. 

Kau-jls too-de ; flying fire, 

T&-gau-wil8'-h^ ; twenty canoes. 

Sh6-gwl-eD-dauk'-w6 ; a hanging epear. 

Kau-'na-ong-g& ; two wings, 

Ta-kl-oD-de ; news in the air coming towards 
you. 

Tiih-&-wus ; he splits the sky. 

The following are found in other parts of the 
Seneca tribe. 

Jin-gueb'-tah ; big smoke. 

Ah-guab'-df-e-a ; hot bread. 

Sau-kin'-jQ-w6b' ; the greai fish, 

Se-non'-ge-wob' ; the great kettle, 

El-o-dSL'-gQ ; a settler of disputes. 

Sh^-dik-hau' ; a tail chief, 

Te-gl'-end-bah ; a black snake. 

Names of more singular meaning than the fora- 
going are not unfrequent among the Senecas. 
For instance; an uncle of Red Jacket was known 
by an appellation, which, literally interpreted^ 
signifies—^ heap of dogs. 
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NOTE C. 

"XbK SoCIITT for PBOPAOATUtQ THE GaWtKt. 

AHONO TBE Indians and otkksb id Nohtii 
Ahekica, 
7b the Rrv. Ttmalhy Aldett tendeth grtttiag i 

Bj rirlue of ihe pow^r veBled in us b; an urt 
oftbe LecUl.tureaf Ma^sachusels, bearing dit* 
the 191I1 of November, 1787, we appoint yon a 
IVIisHionarj to propagate the Giiepel amoDf the 
Senecas and Munsees in the W. parts of New 
York and Peunayliaaia, and white inhabilaats in 
(beir TJcinit], conGding in jour christiaD pietj, 
prudeace, knowledge, literature, aod other quali- 
fication oecesaary for thai office, and expecting 
your conformity to tach instructions aa yon may 
receiTe ivith IbU commitaion, or al any snbae- 
queot period during your mission. 

This appoinlnMnt is to continue in force for the 
period meDtiooed ■□ your iutructions, or u may 
hereafter be prescribed by tlie Society, 

Gireo under our wal at Boaton, the 6th day of 
June, tSI7. 

A. HoLHSs, Secretary. 

WitLiAM pHiLLirs, President 
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NOTE D. 

As this little volume is expected to circalate 
extensively among the friends of the late Mrs. 
Alden« it will, no doubt, g^tifj them to see the 
following memoir in the pages of its Appendix. 
It was published in the Christian Herald for Janu- 
ary, 1822. 

MEMOIR OF 

Mrs. ELIZABETH SHEPHERD ALDEN. 

Mrs. Alden was the daughter, and the onlj 
child, who lived to years of maturity, of Captain 
Robert Wormsted, of Marblehead, in Massachn- 
setts, where she was born, on the thirtieth of Ja- 
nuary, 1779. 

Her father was one of- the active and intrepid 
heroes of the revolutionary contest. He was 
wounded in the memorable battle of Bunker-hill, 
and participated in the honour of capturing the 
Hessians at Trenton. During a considerable 
part of the war, however, he was eng^aged as an 
officer in some of the governmental vessels under 
Commodore Manly, or in privateering, and re- 
peatedly ligfnalised himself by feats of valour. 
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which were lon^ tbe subject of Buttering eulogy. 
In 1783 be v/aa lost at sea, in the ttrent; -eighth 
j^ear trfhi* age. 

Her mother, originsllf Martha Shepherd, vfts 
a daughter of Captain Johu Sbeirfierd,of Marble- 
head, irho, ■□ 1761, perished nilh all hie crew 
and pro|iert}', the latter consisting' o( the vestel 
and cai^o, on Biouk Ulaod, as he was returning 
from a praaperoua rojage, deaiirned, eren if his 
life had been ipared, to hare been his- last. 

After the marriage of Mrs., Atden, whicb took 
place on the nineteenth of laaaarjr, 1797, it added 
much to the happiness of her farnlljr, that Mrs. 
Wormsled made one of the aamber till her '<epar- 
tare from live, whicli was at Boston, on [he twen- 
tj-G(lh of September, 11109, in tbe trinmpba of the 
christian faith and hope. 

One of her maternal ancestors, James Calley, 
Esq. became, in 1714, one of the priocipal foun- 
ders and bpnefacton of the Episcopal church in 
Harblebead, in which she was a communicant at 
tks ago of serenteen jears, and to which her fk- 
nitj ctmnexions bad generally belonged, from its 
Snt n 
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The subject of this article, although depriired 
of a father's tender care in the momiDg of her 
days, was favoured with the life, the pious coun- 
sels, and the edifying example of her excellent 
mother, and the unwearied religious instructions 
of her maternal grandmother,* than whom few 
have ever exhibited brighter evidence of a real 
lover and a faithful follower of the Lamb of €rod. 

Of the amiable disposition, per&onal accomplish- 
ments, and intellectual endowments of Mrs. Ai-* 
den, however distinguished and worthy of record* 
it forms no part of the present design of the writer 
to offer a delineation. Little more is intended, 
than a brief memorial of one, who, in the period 
of her youth, was the friend of Jesus; who, in 
subsequent life, found him lovely and the chief 
among ten thousands ; and who, io the prospect 
of death, with a sole reliance on the merits of this 
blessed Redeemer, was honoured with that peace, 
which the world can neither give oor take away- 

For the encouragement of parents, and espe- 
cially of mothers, to be incessantly pemererio|^ 

* For noticfts of thii mother io Israel, n also of Captain 
Robert (Vormsted and his wife, the feeder is referred t» Al- 
dan's Biofrrapbieal and Historical Collection, Vol. I, Article 
72, and Tel. Ill, Articles f»S, 5tf. 



in their exertitNU for the spiritual welfare of their 
little childraD, a preciooB charge, it maj be re- 
marked, that the subject of this memoir, from an 
early «ge, wa» deeply impressed with a sense of 
the all-perradiDi; notice of God; and, no doubt, 
through a blessing from heaven on the reiterated 
pioae counsels aod eihortatioDS of ber parent and 
gnoA parent, from trbose domestic altar, for they 
made bat one family in their nidowed siale, and ' 
thai vraa a picture of happiness, the graleful in- 
cense of morning' and erening prayer and praise, 
iireeteiied by tbe vurd of God, daily rose to the 
throne of Him, who is tbe husband of tbe widow 
and tbe father of Ihe fatherless. 

The foUotving anecdote, which may serre for an 
illnstration of the foregoing statement, first came 
to the knowledge of the writer since the decease 
of Mra. Alden. 

Dome of ber little companions, when she was r 
child, Dsed expressions in tbeir colloquial inter- 
coone, which abe bad been tangbt to consider as 
T«T ditpteaiinr to ber Maker. When «he was 
at tba age of about six years, being oneday with 
ber playBMtM in a garret where there was not 
mncb light, some of them, hafing noticed that she 
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never used the profane language which they oc" 
casionally altered without compunctions^ of con- 
science, and of the import of which they had pro- 
bably but an imperfect knowledge, told her that 
she should speak such words as they did. She re- 
plied, / fntut not^ for it is tneked. But 3ron shall, 
said they, for we are up in the garret, nobody will 
hear you. Jfo^ she said, I nmat nolj far Chd will 
hear me. But you shall, they again rejoined ; it 
is all dark, there is no window, nobody can see 
you. ^o, she once more replied, maintaining her 
integrity, no^ I must noiy for Chd idUI see fne. 

The writer npw passes to the closing scene, mere- 
ly stating that, with a heart sanctified by grace, 
dignity of deportment, prudence of speech, a faith- 
ful attention to the temporal and spiritual welfare 
of her family, kindness to the poor, and an exem- 
plary regard to the ordinances of the gospel, oni- 
formly marked the pilgrimage of this precious 
saint. 

Mrs. Alden^ constitution, always feeble, was 
gradually yielding to the inroads of disease for 
more than a year previous to the last conflict ; yet 
she was able, for the most part, to superintend her 
domestic concerns till about seven weeks before 



death. The eleventh of February alie (pent with 
her daughter, Mrs. Farrelij.* On the rollowini; 
day she rode a short dutaoce with her huaband. 
Tbia waa the last time she nas abroad. Her dii- 
order teemed now to settle on ber langt, irbtoh, 
at hmes, were greaUy affected during (be remain- 
der of life. The skill and diligent attention of an 
emioent physician could not retard the steps, not 
arert the stroke, of death. Tbouf^b fovoured irith 
man; interrals of oomparatiTe e:ue, jet, repeated- 
ly, her suffering, when every brealh tras with a, 
groan, were almoct intolerable. Het own remulc 
WM, that no tonifue cunld tell what ibe endured ; 
■till she was oerer known to murmur, but wa* ■ 
pattern of fortitude and patience. In the 'nidM of 
the paroxysnu of her anf^i^, filled with admiring 
gratitude at the dying lore of Jesos, she coaaolad 
herself with the reflection, that all her safferii^ 
were Dothin^ to what' her blessed Sarionr had 
borae for her, adding, that there was a difference 
between groaning attlie exquisite indeicribable 
Jortuns she endured, tud mormuhng at the hand 
ofGod. 

• Comut at Oa Ma Hon. Patrick rtmVf, ntio died K 
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Soon after her confioement, she iiras forcibly 
impressed with the idea that she ahonld not re- 
cover ; yet her disorder exibited so many flattering' 
symptoms, in its prog^ress, that all, interested in the 
continuaoce of her valuable life, could not but in- 
dalge the stroog'est expectations that shewould have 
been spared ; so reluctantly do most people believe 
what they are unwilling to realize. Convinced in 
her own mind that her pilgrimage was nearly at 
an end, she said it could not shorten her days to 
consider herself as about to leave the world, and, 
while she had it in her power, she thought it her 
duty to impart her councils and instructions. She, 
acconling'ly, said mueh« from time to time, to the 
several members of her family, which, it is hoped, 
will not be forgotten, and which has not been with* 
out a blessing. 

As to herself, she said that she knew it was her 
duty to be resigned to the will of her heavenly Fa- 
ther,and, at timesrielt as if she cast herself at the foot 
of the cross ; but then, booking upon her husband 
and jchildren, those idols, as she called them, she 
found the ties to the wx>rld stronger than she could 
justify. She* referred to the following paragraph in 
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Baiter's Seiats' Ererlaitio^ Rest, a faTorite trark, 
■s ezprestiDg her situatioD. 

"O mj rani, look abora this world of aorrowt. 
Hast thoa so long felt the BmBrtiog rod of affliction, 
and ao better DDdentood its meaninfr^ Isnotererjr 
stroke to drire tbet: hence? hoot its voice like 
that to Elijah, urAodJofttAouAere.' Dost thou forget 
ttiy Lord's prediction ! In Ihe world ye Aall have 
IributaHnni inmeyemay havepeaee. Ah, m; dear 
Lord, I feel thy meaning ; it is written in mj flesh, 
engraved in najbooea. M; heart thou aimeit at; 
tb; rod drirea, thj silken cord of love draws, and 
all to bring it to thyself. Lord, can socb a heart 
be irortb th; havuig ! Make it vrartby, and then 
it ia thine ; take it to tbjself, and then take me. 
This clod hath life to stir, but not to rise. As the 
feeble child (o the tender mother, it looketh up to 
thee, and stretcbetb oat the bands, and fain ivoald 
have tbee take it np. Thotigh 1 cannot say, mjr 
MHJ hngelk <^ler thee; yet I can tay, I lony for 
ntoh a kmgiog heart. J%e ipirit m vilHttg, &e 
fltA u tMOfc. My spirit cries, IH Ihy Ungioui 
come, or let ma come to Siy kingdom; but the 
flesh is afraid than shonldst hear my pnyer, and 
take me at my word. O blewed be Ihy grace. 
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which makes use of my corruptions to kill thein- 
selFes ; for I fear my fears, and sorrow for my 
sorrows, and longf for greater longings ; and thus 
the painful means of attaining m? desires increoae 
my weariness, and that makes me groan to be at 
rest." [Fawcett's Abridg. cb. 16, sec. 24.] 

In taking a retrospective view of her life, she 
noticed the numerous merciful dealings of Provi- 
dence she had experienced, and lamented that she 
had not been more active and more zealous in the 
service of her Lord and Master. On one occasion 
she mentioned the names of her youthful friends 
and associates in her native place, speaking par- 
ticularly of one after another, who, iu the morning 
of life, had had the blessing of health and a firm- 
ness of constitution, which seemed to promise a 
much longer existence in the world, than she 
could anywise have anticipated with her feeble 
frame, but of whom not a small proportion had for 
years been mouldering into dust. It was a ground 
for thankfulness, which she often expressed that 
God had been pleased to spare her life till her chil- 
dren were in a manner passed the necessity of a 
mother^ care. 

From the first stage of her last illness she was 
blessed with a strong faith and a cheering hope j 
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yet, at times, clouds of darkness obscured her 
prospect. Once, her sins, as she stated, seemed 
to rise like moantaios before her, and she burst 
into tears ; but the heavenly Comforter soon came 
to her relief. Ooce she complained »f the buffet- 
ings of Satan ; but, repairing to the blood of the 
cross, she was enabled soon to obtain the victory, 
calmness, and a sweet reliance on Him, who is 
willing and mighty to save every humble, contrite, 
and broken-hearted, sinner. She exhibited much 
self-abasement, and claimed nothing from any 
works of righteousness she had ever performed ; 
yet it would be hardly possible to find any one, 
who from early c'-ildhood had lived a more con- 
scientious and exemplary life. Her lan^^uage, in 
reference to her deeds, whic:h others might justly 
praise, was, / have nothings nothing, nothing, pro- 
nouncing the word with increasing energy, to plead 
on the score <^ merit, I feel that I am a sinner. 
All my trust is in the merits and mercy of my bless- 
ed Redeemer and Saviour. This is the state of my 
wiitid. 

The subject of this communication was, by the 
riches of grace, delivered from all bondage through 
fear ff deaths and oft^ spoke^ with the utmost 
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composure, of the time when her clayey tabernacle 
should be dissolved. In anticipation of that period, 
for it was frequently in her mind, she had with her 
own hands prepared, while in health, such habili- 
ments for her mortal remains as seemed proper, 
and had entrusted them to the care of a faithful 
domestic, so that, when they were wanted, they 
were ready. 

She daily spoke of her children, the last and 
strongest cord, which binds the heart of an affec- 
tionate mother to earth. To a. near friend she 
once modestly unfolded something of the ardent 
feeling^ and wrestlings of her soul for them, when 
last receiving the symbols of her Saviour's dying 
love. It was in the new presbyterian church, at 
Meadville, the first sabbath it was occupied for 
religious worship. The writer will not undertake 
to describe the secret and solemn scene. He will 
only say, it must have been such, as the holy min- 
isteriog spirits, present on all communion occa- 
sions, ever behold with delight. 

As this beloved disciple of Jesus approached the 
hour of separation, her ties to the world gradually' 
lost their hold, and she was willing, as it might 
please God, to stay, and toil, and suffer, in ihif 
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life, or to depart and be wilh Christ, which, for h^,; j 
wai fiiT better tbao all the traiuitoi? eDJoyoiaotl^ 
of Ibit imperfect itate. 

A few days before death, speakigfAf t| 
cisea o! her mind, she said in oMriy^M GjUowing 
)rords; I have tuch a lam/or ^rifCif:$ feel at if I 
couldgo to the ^"^"jiji^ eorM, Uke the mUwion- 
tdUating on (Aw bUued 
a kind of rapture, 
n friend of miasionarj exertions, 
bible locietiea, sabbath achoola, the monthlj con- 
cen of prajer, and of all those operations, so no- 
merous and remarkable, of the preaent »ge, for 
bastentog the latter day glory of the christian 
cbarch. Hence, next lo the Bible with Scott's 
Annotations, the Paooplist and Chriitian Herald 
commaoded her regular attention, while favoured 
wilh comfortable health, as forniBhing: the most 
iotereBting intelligence on subjects, which lay 
near her heart. 

At lei^fth the day anired, which, coDtrary lo 
the mcpectatioM of her family till about one hour 
befare her release from the body, was to deprive 
them of Ibeir greatest earthly comfort: hat,lhanki 
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be to God, to add to the choir of HeaYen. Nerer 
will the writer forget with what a heartlidt em- 
phasis and ecstacy she repeated these well known 
'jjnes a little before death. 

Jtau9 can make a dying bed 

FecsT »toft as dowoy pillows are. 
While 00 Li^breart I lean my head 

ilnd breathb ^.^y life out sweetly there. 

SpeakiDjT again of her spiritual state, she said, 
I have not that triumph^ which is desirable^ hvi 
I have a strong faiths a strong hope^ and I think 
that the calmness and composure^ I hoot been in- 
dulged with^ are in consequence of my faith and 
hope in the mercy of Ood, 

When struck by the King of terrours, she ex- 
claimed once at the exquisite pain of his dart ; bat, 
in an instant, was restored to her accustomed se- 
renity, and endeavoured to sooth the minds of her 
children, who were greatly affected at the idea of 
parting with a parent so kind, so tender, so afiec- 
tionate, so faithful, so greatly beloved. This is 
the last sentence she uttered, with her expiring 
breath, in a holy transport of joy — worlds could 
not purchase the hope thait I have. 
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Tiie final symptoms of an immediate close of 
Ihts uncertain life were now fully manifest. All 
the members of her family and a few friends beings 
present, and kneeling around her dying bed, her 
husband, baring one of her hands in his, while 
one of his daughters held the other, endeavoured 
to resign her in prayer to the God, who had lent 
him such a treasure. During the prayer, of a 
few minutes^ continuance, she was seen to cast 
her eyes, still retaining their usual lustre, upon 
her husband and each of her children, in succes- 
sion ; but, at the conclusion of the short prayer, 
they were fixed; her senses, her consciousness, 
till that moment entire, were gone. There was 
no struggle, no groan, no motion of a limb ; her 
breathing was gentle, like that of a sleeping babe. 
At lengfth the spirit left the body, it could scarcely 
be determined when ; and such a smile was upon 
her coantenance, after the immortal part had 
taken its flight, as seemed to indicate that she 
bad had a glimpse, before she bade adieu to the 
world, of the joys, which cannot be expressed. 

The event, so painful to surviving relations Sind 
numerous friends, but so happy for the subject of 
this memoir, took place on the third of April, 1820. 
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The funeral exercises were performed with chris- 
tian fidelity and tenderness by the Re7. Amos 
Chase, of Centre?ille. The respectful attentions 
and sympathy of many, in every direction, expe- 
rienced by the family on the trying occasion, will 
long be remembered. 

Thus, Mrs. Alden. one of the excellent of the 
earth, in the midst of her days, ia entered upon ihcU 
rest^ which remaineth to the people of Ood^ leav- 
ing two sons and three daughters, whom the Lord 
preserve to imitate the christian virtues, to have 
the well grounded hope, and to die the death of 
one, whom they can never cease to recollect with 
gratitude, affection, and respect. 



THE END. 
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